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Letter from Albert B. Craig to Earle M. Craig, Jr. 1965 
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A Chronology of People, Companies and Places 
 
As noted previously, Joe Craig�s working life began at about age thirteen. By age twenty-two he was 

already employed on the oil exchange executing orders for Fisher Brothers. From there he went on to become 
an oil trader himself and eventually a producer, refiner and shipper of oil and natural gas. He founded Chartiers 
Oil, Western and Atlantic Pipeline, Globe Refining, New Castle Gas, Greensboro Gas, Craig Oil, Fort Pitt Gas 
and other companies.1 He also purchased a controlling interest in Freedom Oil Works. Each of his brothers, 
other than William, was involved in running part of his operations. After Joe�s death in his early fifties, several 
of the brothers and then their sons continued operation of the family enterprises. Percy�s clan ran Freedom, 
George�s clan ran Chartiers and Greensboro Gas. 
 The children of Joseph and Matilda Craig, including young Joe, grew up immediately adjacent to the 
state of the art transportation systems of their time. Initially a canal ran next to the family property and Joseph 
ran canal boats along it. Later this waterway was replaced with a major railroad line. Immediately across the river 
� the primary transport system in the region - was the growing city of Pittsburgh, later to absorb The Craig 
family�s own town of Allegheny City. At the heart of Allegheny City market area was the Craig family store 
where young Joe worked at times. All of this was a rich environment for the young Craig brothers to learn 
about the rapidly changing world around them. This prepared them to participate in the revolutionary and 
massive oil and coal driven industrialization that Pittsburgh helped lead in the period from 1860-1920. 
 In this Chronology we have gathered together all of the information we have found regarding Joe 
Craig�s enterprises so that readers can understand the extent and location of Joe Craig�s enterprises and family 
participation. Our goal has been to capture known information with the knowledge that there is more out there 
for future research.  
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From Oil and Natural Gas Resources in the 
Appalachian and Illinois Basins :2 

The Appalachian and Illinois basins � the 
birthplace of the modern petroleum industry � 
are probably the most extensively drilled and 
mature hydrocarbon basins in the world. Does this 
mean that oil and natural gas resources from the 
region have been exhausted? The answer is a 
resounding no. The Appalachian and Illinois basins 
are mature, yet they still have a youthful potential. 
Oil and gas explorer Richard Beardsley, a geologist 
with extensive experience in the Appalachian basin, 
calls it the  �most drilled and least explored� basin 
in the world. 

Annual oil production for most Appalachian 
and Illinois basin states peaked before 1910, and 
overall natural gas production in the region began 
to decline around 1930.3 

 
1873 

Joseph W. Craig (age 13) employed at cooperage 
factory of BD Moore. 

1878 
�Telephones arrived in Pittsburgh in 1878, 

allowing the Central District and Printing Telegraph 
Company to utilize speaking telephones in 1879. 
This company evolved into the Central District 
Telephone Company in 1913 and eventually merged 
with Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania in 
1918.� From Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania� � from a description of a telephone 
crew photo from 1910. 4 
 

1881 
From George L. Craig: 

My first job came in July, 1881 [age 16], when 
Brother Ed arranged for me, through a fellow Odd 
Fellow, to start work with the C. D. P. Telephone 
Company. Ed�s friend was the Manager of the 
office. In those days, there were no automatic 
connections between switch boards, so it became 
my duty to collect slips of paper with numbers 
from the telephone girls who wished to be 
connected with other boards. I would run across 
the room with these numbers and call them off to 
other girls who would make the connections. I 
remember one Saturday, when there was a terrific 
electrical storm. It was so severe that everyone was 

frightened, mostly because there were no lightning 
arresters. I, too, was scared and told the Manager 
that I was quitting my job. He told me that they 
had a rule requiring employees to be with them a 
certain length of time before they could receive 
pay. I left without pay.5 

 
1882 

Joseph W. Craig (age 22) employed by JC Fishers, 
oil brokers. 
 
From Charles Baker6: 

During the last quarter of the Nineteenth 
Century the outstanding feature of the oil industry, 
or perhaps I should say the branch of the business 
which attained the most widespread interest, was 
the speculation in oil certificates on the several 
exchanges in Western Pennsylvania and New York 
City. I had joined the New York Petroleum 
Exchange7 in 1882 shortly before it was merged 
into the Consolidated Stock & Petroleum 
Exchange. After one or two years of indifferent 
success as a broker on my own account I was the 
representative of the firm J.C. Fisher & Co. who 
were prominent oil brokers at that time, and 
consisted of Henry, Fred and John C. Fisher. Joseph 
W. Craig was employed by them, executing orders 
on the Pittsburgh Exchange, and to the best of my 
recollection Arthur Lowrie was their representative 
in Oil City and William C. Lowry operated for them 
in Bradford. Henry and Fred Fisher eventually 
retired from the business and John C. Fisher  and 
Joe Craig formed a partnership continuing the old 
style and business of the firm.  
 

Pittsburgh Oil Exchange8 
 

http://www.lifeinwesternpa.org/viewDetail.asp?ID=34
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1885 
From Charles Baker: 

Mr. Fisher being a careful and conservative 
man soon became alarmed at the daring 
operations, although generally successful, of his 
young partner and dissolved the partnership. A new 
partnership was formed between Joe Craig (age 25) 
and Arthur Lowrie, known as Craig & Lowrie, with 
Will Lowrie representing them in Oil City and 
myself in New York. 
 
June 24: Market develops greater strength and 
advances in great excitement to 86c [cents per 
barrel], closing at 85 1/8c ($20 in 2005 dollars). 
Fishers and the Standard reported behind the 
boom.9 
 
July 7: Market very active, New York [exchange] 
selling and Oil City [exchange] and Bradford 
[exchange] buying on every break. Fisher still 
strong buyer. Opens at 97 7/8c, advances to 98 ¼c, 
rallies to 99c, breaks again to 95 3/4c, reacts to 98 
7/8c and closes at 98 1/8. Adam Croll, of Pearl 
Street, Bradford, while assisting in taking down an 
iron tank at Lafferty Hollow, falls into the tank and 
sustains serious injuries. 
 
July 11: Fisher still the controlling spirit in the 
market. Opens at 98c and closes at 95c.10 
 
July 13: Rumors current that the Fishers have 
retired permanently from the market. Absurd 
report of promising oil well at Williamsport, Pa. 
Market opens at 94 1/2c; lowest 93 1/4c; closed at 
94c. Cogley run district gauges 1,450 bbls from 52 
producing wells. Death of Adam Croll at Bradford, 
from injuries received by falling into iron tank at 
Lafferty Hollow. P. & E.R.R. ticket office at Corry 
struck by lightning and fired�. A cloud burst at 
Titsusville and a stream near center of city rises to 
an unprecedented height. Two bridges washed away 
and large amount of property damaged.11 
 
September 3: Market advances under heavy buying 
by the Fishers at Pittsburg. Opens at $1.00 1/4 , 
advances steadily to $1.02 ½, recedes to $1.01 ¾, 
and closes at $102 ½ bid.12 
 

 
Gantz Well that opened Washington Field where 

Joe W. Craig had Smith and Cameron leases 
from Pennsylvania Geology Quarterly13 

 
From Pennsylvania Geology Quarterly: 
�LITTLE� WASHINGTON STRIKES IT BIG! 

Petroleum exploration began in Washington 
County in 1881 (Carll, 1886), 100 years after the 
county was formed from a portion of 
Westmoreland County (Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission, 2003). The county 
seat, the city of Washington, is affectionately 
known as �Little� Washington to distinguish it 
from Washington, D.C. A handful of natural gas 
wells drilled in the northwestern section of 
Washington County in the early 1880s (most 
notably the McGuigan gas well in Mount Pleasant 
Township, shown in Figure 1) (Ashburner, 1886) 
inspired the residents of Little Washington to drill 
gas wells that would provide residential heating and 
lighting (Carll, 1886). They had a limited amount 
of success. By the fall of 1885, three wells, the Gantz 
well, Gordon well, and Gabby well (Figure 1), had 
penetrated Upper Devonian geologic rock units 
comparable to those penetrated by the McGuigan 
well (Carll, 1886). The only problem was that these 
three wells did not produce natural gas; instead, 
they struck oil! In fact, the Gantz and Gordon wells 
are considered �discovery� wells because their 
locations were the first ones at which the geologic 
units penetrated by the wells were tapped for oil�. 
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LAYING IT ON THICK. The Gantz and 
Gordon penetrated two of several oil- and gas-
producing horizons in the Upper Devonian 
Venango Group. Named by members of the 
Second Pennsylvania Geological Survey in the late 
1800s, this sequence of rocks is on the order of 
360 to 370 million years old and consists of 
interbedded layers of shales, siltstones, sandstones, 
and conglomerates (Harper and Laughrey, 1987). 
In southwestern Pennsylvania, the Venango Group 
ranges from less than 100 feet to more than 600 
feet in thickness, averaging about 400 feet within 
the city of Washington (Harper and Laughrey, 
1987).  

The Venango Group consists of up to seven 
different sandstone units, including the Hundred-
Foot, Nineveh, Gordon, Fourth, Fifth, Bayard, and 
Elizabeth zones. Figure 2 is a representative 
stratigraphic column of the Venango Group in 
Washington County. The Bayard and Elizabeth 
zones are not included in this column because 
these units are absent in the Little Washington area 
of Washington County. As shown in Figure 2, the 
Gantz sand is at the very top of the Venango Group 
(the Hundred-Foot zone). The Gordon sand is 
located within the third sandstone unit, 
appropriately named the Gordon zone, and lies 
approximately 200 feet below the Gantz sand 
(Harper and Laughrey, 1987). 
 

 

From Charles Baker: 
While the firm of Craig & Lowrie was 

conducting the brokerage business, Joe became 
interested in a number of oil producing properties, 
and in partnership with Joe Cappeau, a former �oil 
scout,� they started to develop a large prospective 
territory in McKean County, Pa. In those days the 
oil market was influenced by the reports of new 
wells, �gushers� or �dry holes� carrying it up or 
down, sometimes violently. Frequently, and 
especially in new territory, the owners of drilling 
wells made �mysteries� of them by boarding them 
up so that the public could not learn their 
probabilities of success or failure. The large 
operators on the oil exchanges employed scouts to 
give then advance information on these new wells 
and conducted their dealings accordingly. 

 
Nov 12: Kane well begins to attract attention. 
Reported under guard and making 50 bbls. Market 
opens at $1.07 ¼ and creeps up gradually to $1.08 
¼. Heavy selling in the �Western� Exchanges by 
manipulators of the Kane mystery.�14 
 
Nov 14: All quiet at Kane.15 
 
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY GEOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATIONS SERIES MAP I-2726 

Lower Silurian sandstone units constitute the 
reservoir rock for a regionally extensive oil and gas 
accumulation in the central Appalachian basin (fig. 
1A). The accumulation, referred to here as the 
Lower Silurian regional oil and gas accumulation, 
has been drilled and produced since the early 
1880�s. To date, approximately 300 million barrels 
of oil and six to eight trillion cubic feet of gas have 
been produced from it in the United States and 
Ontario, Canada (McCormac and others, 1996; 
Miller, 1975; State oil and gas reports such as New 
York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, 1998). The dominant reservoirs are 
the �Clinton� and Medina sandstones in Ohio and 
westernmost West Virginia and the Medina Group 
(Grimsby Sandstone/Grimsby Formation and 
Whirlpool Sandstone) in northwestern 
Pennsylvania and western New York. A secondary 
reservoir in the Lower Silurian regional oil and gas 
accumulation is the Upper Ordovician(?) and 
Lower Silurian Tuscarora Sandstone (fig. 1A), a 
more proximal eastern facies of the �Clinton� 
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sandstone and Medina Group (Yeakel, 1962; Cotter, 
1982; Castle, 1998). 

On the basis of subtle variations, the regional 
accumulation is tentatively subdivided by Ryder 
(1998) into three parts: (1) an eastern gas-bearing 
part having many characteristics of basin-centered 
accumulation (Davis, 1984; Zagorski, 1988, 1991; 
Law and Spencer, 1993); (2) a western gas-bearing 
part having characteristics of discrete fields such as a 
gas-water contact; and (3) a central oil- and gas-
bearing hybrid part having characteristics of both 
discrete and basin-centered accumulation 
(Zagorski, 1996) (fig. 1A). Whereas the oil and (or) 
gas in the hybrid and discrete parts of the regional 
accumulation in Ohio are largely depleted except in 
the Lake Erie offshore (de Witt, 1993), gas 
continues to be discovered in the deeper basin-
centered part of the Appalachian basin (Zagorski, 
1991; Pees, 1994; [see map at end] 
 
Nov 15: Market dull and inactive. Speculative eyes 
begin to center on the Kane well. Rock Glycerine 
Company�s factory at Minard run, above Custer 
City, explodes for the fourth time. No loss of life. 
Oil under the derrick floor at the Gantz well ignites 
and the rig is saved with difficulty.16 
 
Nov 18: Big stampede in the market, from reports 
that Kane well is flowing. Opening at $1.10 ¼, it 
broke to $1.10, rallying to $1.10 ¾, and then sold 
off with few reactions to $1.08 ¼. It rallied to 
$1.09, then broke rapidly to $1.05 7/8, firmed up to 
$1.07 and vibrated about $1.07 ½, finally closing at 
$1.07 ¼ bid. Limestone school house burned to 
the ground. Insurance $4,000. Scouts admitted to 
Kane well, and report it as having flowed through 
the plugs at the rate of 70 bbls. a day.�17 
 
Nov 19: �Gabby well reported 2,571 feet down and 
below the level of Gordon sand, with no increase in 
production. Scouts and field men who have been 
watching the well leave for Kane.�18 
 
From The Oil Scouts: 

The last field I scouted was the Kane. Joe 
Cappeau, our �boy scout,� and Joe Craig leased 
some land in Kane upon which they drilled a well in 
early November. They struck oil in a new sand 
found below the Bradford; that is, new for oil, there 
having been several fine gassers found in it in the 

vicinity of Kane. When the well was drilled in it did 
not prove a gusher although it made a paying well 
for the owners; 75 to 100 barrels [per day] was its 
limit.19 

 

 
Joe Cappeau with Oil Scouts20 

 

 
 
Nov 20:  

The Kane Well 
A New Field Opened South of Kane21 

 
For several days past the Kane mystery had 

agitated dealers and producers of petroleum until a 
really shaky feeling was evinced on both sides. All 
sorts of reports were current, some to the effect 
that the well made a flow with no less than five 
plugs in the hole, others that was a small producer. 
Last Tuesday two tasks were ordered, one 250 and 
one 600 barrels, Wednesday morning the market 
was watched with feverish interest. New York 
bought heavily and held the price close to the 
opening figure, $1.10. the values slowly advanced 
until $1.11 was reached, and then declined until the 
lowest point of the week, 100 ½ and closed at 
$1.07. The owners of the Kane well, after securing 
territory, gave all the information they possessed in 
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regard to the well. Sand was struck at 3 o�clock, 
Wednesday morning at a depth of 2,335 feet, lower 
than Sheffield or Cooper tracts, and the well at once 
began to show gas. After drilling fifteen minutes 
the tools were removed and the bailer run. The line 
showed over 1,000 feet of oil in the hole, and in 
less than four hours afterwards it flowed over the 
derrick. Joe Cappeau, one of the owners, put in a 
couple of plugs, but at intervals the well has made 
small flows. The oil was conducted away through an 
underground passage in the rocks at the point, and 
completely deceived the scouts who have been 
watching the wells for several days. The well will be 
opened up as soon as tankage is provided. It is now 
about four feet in the sand, and should the quality 
hold out, may make an immense producer. 
 The well is situated about the center of 
warrant 3767, and is creating a great demand for 
territory surrounding it. 
 
From Charles Baker: 

The well was finally drilled in and proved a very 
good producer besides opening up a large 
prospective territory. This result caused a sudden 
and very decided break in the certificate market, 
and a lively panic on the part of the Wall St. 
operators to unload. 
 
From George L. Craig: 

Brother Joe and Mr. Joe Cappeau were 
together interested in drilling for oil in Mckean 
County, Pennsylvania. They had engaged me to 
look after a well which had just been brought in on 
the McDade tract at Kane and had sent me there on 
the evening of November 25, 1885 
 
Dec 11: Reports from the Kane well are that it has 
been drilled deeper without increasing its 
production, and the market gained a little strength. 
Kane well drilling away at plugs and still closely 
guarded. Gauge reported at 84 bbls. for 24 hours 
ending this morning.22 
 
Dec 23: Kane well reported 10 feet in the sand; 
gauge for last 24 hours, 105 bbls.� Fourteen hours 
of drilling failed to increase its output.23 
 
Dec 24: When he heard that oil had been found at 
the Jojo well, as it had been dubbed by the scouts 
in honor of Joe Craig, and Joe Cappeau, its owners, 

he found himself on the ground. Oil men from all 
parts were bumping themselves to secure the fattest 
slices of the territory adjoining the Jojo well.24 
 
From Charles Baker: 

It was at this time or during the year 1885 that 
I met other members of the Craig family. Joe was a 
member of the Exchange and occasionally visited 
New York; at one time bringing his two brothers, 
George and Percy, both young boys, and at 
another time he brought his sister, Daisie, and all of 
whom it was my pleasure to entertain at my home 
in White Plains, NY I believe I also met Joe�s father 
the mother when they visited the New York 
exchange.25 
 

1886 
Jan 1: 

Promising Developments in McKean County 
Natural Gas for Fact 

A New Narrow Gauge Projected: 
Since oil was struck near here, less than a 

month ago, it is remarkable what a boom has been 
given this little town of less than 600 inhabitants. 
The Craig & Cappeau well, as it is called, about four 
miles from the town in a southwesterly direction, 
on the declivity in the mountain. The well is still 
closed to the public but �scouts� are permitted to 
gauge the flow of oil every day. It is averaging 96 
barrels per day, and the owners claim that the drill 
only penetrated the sand a few feet. The well is a 
little over 2,000 feet deep, and oil men believe 
that when it is sunk deeper there will be a greater 
flow of oil.26 
 
Jan 8: Heavy snow at Washington. Craig & 
Cappeau well, Kane, makes 85 bbls. in 24 hours.27 
 
Jan 9: Market stubborn in the face of heavy selling. 
Craig & Cappeau No. 1 well at Kane doing 84 
bbls.28 
 
Jan 19: Craig & Cappeau No. 1, Kane, gauges 81 
bbls.29 
 
Jan 23: Craig and Cappeau�s No. 2 at Kane strikes 
the sand and begins to fill up with crude.30 
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Warrant 3767, southwest of Kane, PA31

 
Jan 25: Craig & Cappeau�s No. 2, Kane, seven feet 
in the sand and produced 68 bbls. in the first 24 
hours, from 9 a.m. Sunday morning.32 
 
Jan 26: Craig & Cappeau�s No. 2, Kane, gauges 65 
bbls.; No. 1 is doing from 68 to 80 bbls. a day.33 
 
From Sketches in Crude Oil: 

Col. E. H. Dyer, whom the Gantz well allured 
to the new district [Washington County, PA, 
southwest of Pittsburgh], leased the Calvin Smith 
farm, three miles north-east, and started the drill. 
He had twenty years' experience and very little cash. 
His funds giving out, he offered the well and lease 
for five-hundred dollars. Willets & Young agreed to 
finish the well for two-thirds interest. They 
pounded the rock, drilled through the fifth sand 
and hit "the fifty-foot" nearer China. In January of 
1886 the well Dyer No. I flowed four-hundred 

barrels a day. Expecting gas or a dry-hole, from the 
absence of oil in the customary sand, the owners 
had not erected tanks and the stream wasted for 
several days. Dyer sold his remaining one-third to 
Joseph W. Craig, a well-known operator in the Oil-
City and Pittsburg oil-exchanges, for seventy-five-
thousand dollars. The Smith proved to be the 
creamiest farm in the field, returning Willets, 
Young and Craig six-hundred-thousand dollars�. 

From the sinking of the Dyer well drilling 
went on recklessly. Everybody felt confident of a 
great future for Washington territory. Isaac 
Willets, brother of an owner of the Smith tract, 
paid sixty-thousand dollars for the adjoining farm-
the Munce-and spent two-hundred-thousand in 
wells that cleared him a plump half million. 34 

~oOo~ 
Captain J.J. Vandergrift leased the Barre farm, 

south of the Smith, and drilled a series of gushers 
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that added materially to his great wealth. South of 
the Barre farm James Stewart, vendor of a cure-all 
salve, owned a shanty and three acres of land worth 
four-hundred dollars. He leased to Joseph M. Craig 
for one-fourth royalty. The one well drilled on the 
lot spouted two thousand barrels a day for weeks. It 
is now pumping fairly. This was salve for Stewart 
and liniment for Craig, whose Washington 
winnings exceed a half-million.35 
 
Feb 12: Craig & Cappeau�s No. 3, warrant 3767, 
Kane, strikes the sand.�36 
 
Feb 17, 1886: Craig & Cappeau�s No. 3, Kane field, 
seven feet in the sand and made an 18-bbl. flow.37 
 
Feb 26: Craig & Cappeau�s No. 4, at Kane, made 50 
bbls, first 24 hours. Market closes at 79 3/8c.38 
 
Mar 1: Bull wheel at Craig & Cappeau�s No. 9, at 
Kane, climbs the derrick, and Frank Lowerey, the 
driller, receives serious injuries.39 
 
Mar 13: Craig & Cappeau�s No. 9, Kane, drilling 
through the sand and makes 125 bbls. in 24 hours. 
 
Mar 17: First use of natural gas for cremation 
purposes. Remains of Milton Fisher, of Columbus, 
Ohio, reduced to ashes at Sampson�s Natural Gas 
Crematory, Pittsburgh.�40 
 
Mar 25: Craig & Cappeau�s No. 10, on the McDade 
farm [Kane], found sand today and is flowing 
about 150 barrels a day.41 
 
Apr 14: 

Washington: Since the time Joe Craig was 
reported to enter the Washington field with 
sandwiches and paraphernalia for the greasy 

campaign the words meant all they implied. He has 
made the derrick his headquarters with drawn 
curtains and barred doors, and he has toyed and 
played with his well as a school boy with his top. He 
has been very reserved with his knowledge 
regarding the depth of the well and the rock they 
are in. Now comes word that the gauge is no 
longer given out. Can it be that the No. 2, almost 
due north, the Willetts on the Muncie Farm, little 
north of west, which is in the Gantz sand and 
gassing strongly, the Marshall & Smithman, 
northeast in the Gantz sand and a strong gasser, the 
three wells in about the same range; can it be that 
the Dyer No. 1 opened a pocket similar to the 
Manifold well and the tremendous pressure of gas 
from these wells  was what was forcing No. 1 oil up, 
and now that the gas has found vent that it is really 
taking the oil away and No. 1 is losing the 
redeeming quality that she once held in the 
Washington field, and that Joe Craig is trying to 
hide it from the trade? There is now no doubt that 
No. 2 is the strongest gasser that the country has 
ever seen. Yesterday they tried to run another bit 
which had the same effect as on the day before. The 
gas increased raising the tools and leaving the cable 
slack on the floor.42 
 
April 26: Washington, PA: Joe Craig�s automatic 
gusher on the Smith farm, is an impenetrable 
mystery, and nothing that can be relied on is to be 
said about it.43 
 
May 1: Statistics on Craig and Cappeau in Kane, 
PA:44 Producing wells; Warrant 3,767 Nos. 
7,11,13,14,21 (total about 600 barrels per day)  
Wells being drilled: Warrant 3767; 9 wells being 
drilled, Lot 423; 7 wells being drilled. 
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May 13: Washington caused another break in the 
market; opened at 73c and closed 71 3/4c. 
Washington�Barre No. 1 dwindled to 18 bbls. an 
hour in the afternoon. No. 2 made 1,200 bbls. the 
first 24 hours; Willet�s No. 3, Munce, made 283 
bbls. in 24 hours ending this morning, and 
estimated doing 22 bbls. an hour in afternoon; No. 
1 drilling in �fifty-foot� and doing 6 bbls. per diem; 
Cameron No. 1, 30 feet in the �fifty-foot�, gauged 
86 bbls. in the past 24 hours.� 45 [this is probably 
the eventual Chartiers Oil Cameron No. 1.] 
 
May 18: Bulls completely demoralized. Barre No. 1, 
Washington, reported at 2,500 bbls., and with the 
failure of Craig & Lowrie precipitates a break of 
nearly five cents�. Long oil sold under rules on 
account of Craig & Lowrie being unable to meet 
their contracts to 515,000 bbls. in Pittsburg, 
673,000 bbls. in Oil City and 420,000 bbls in 
New York. 

 
From Charles Baker: 

The flood tide of success soon turned to the 
ebb of misfortune, when in the spring of 1885 the 
oil market broke and caught Joe on the wrong side 
of it, and being unable to quickly convert his 
property into cash to protect his holdings he was 
compelled to suspend payment, and his contracts 
had to be liquidated by the several exchanges. It was 
this unhappy event which disclosed the esteem in 
which Joe and Arthur Lowrie were held by the trade 
in its many offerings of sympathy and help. Only 
one firm on the New York exchange availed itself 
of the privilege accorded to a resident of the state 
to attach the property of a foreigner doing business 
within the state.  

The result of this failure was that the firm of 
Craig & Lowrie retired from the brokerage business 
and devoted themselves to the production of oil. In 
less than sixty days after the suspension on the 
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Exchange, Joe had liquidated all of his obligations 
in New York at one hundred cents on the dollar, 
and shortly thereafter paid every debt in full to the 
members of the other exchanges. This was an 
unusual occurrence as previously, so far as I knew, 
all settlements of failures had been compromised. 
 
June 14: Craig & Cappeau strike a big gasser on the 
Frederick farm, between Herman and Carbon 
Centre in Butler County. 
 
July 23:  Well of Craig, Cappeau and Griffith, at 
Moundsville, W. Va., reported showing oil at a 
depth of 2,000 feet.46 
 
July 26: A wildcat well of Craig & Cappeau near 
Moundsville, W. Va., reported showing oil. Editor 
of Millerstown Herald publicly horsewhipped by 
W.C.T.U. ladies of that place for an article in his 
paper reflecting upon a party of temperance 
picknickers.�47 
 
Aug  1: Craig & Co. well on the Stewart lot makes a 
small flow48 
 
Aug 2:  
At Moundsville, in West Virginia, Craig & Cappeau 
are toying with a wildcat venture. As the public are 
perfectly familiar with the performance of this 
festive pair of operators, they may possibly know 
what to expect. We confess we don�t. But we know 
that new fields from Virginia or any other quarter 
are not wanted at this time. There is no telling what 
Craig & Cappeau have at Moundsville until they see 
fit to so make authentic revelations to the trade. 
The have paid their money to develop the territory 
and are certainly entitled to the first information.49 
 
The Chartiers Oil Company chartered by State of 
Pennsylvania, with Washington, PA as its stated 
headquarters.50 

Shareholders 
Joseph Craig51  Pittsburgh 2,100 shares (84%) 
J.J. Cappeau,  Kane, PA 100 shares (4%) 
A.L. Lowrie,  Washington 100 shares (4%) 
Samuel Watson, Olean,NY 100 shares (4%) 
W.L. Lowrie, Pittsburgh 100 shares (4%) 
--------------------------------------- 
Total  2,500 shares 
 

The Chartiers Oil Company was incorporated in 
August 1886 to take over a number of leases which 
Uncle Joe had in this field. For quite a few years, 
the principal offices of The Chartiers Oil Company 
was in Washington, PA, with a branch office on 
Wood Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania�. I 
mention the Smith and Cameron leases, which 
leases, I believe, Uncle Joe purchased from Elmer 
Willits� Grandfather. 
 
I am certain the Chartiers in The Chartiers Oil 
Company was taken from Chartiers Creek. Some of 
the leases, especially the Smith and Cameron Farms, 
were just on the outskirts of Washington and they 
were not too far from Chartiers Creek. 
 
The first well drilled was on their Cameron No. 1, 
whose first production was had on May 31st. Upon 
drilling deeper, the well is credited in the Handbook 
of Petroleum, published by the Oil City Derrick in 
1898, as flowing as much as 200 barrels per hour. 
There was exceptionally good production on both 
of these leases.� 
AB Craig, President (1965)52 
 
From Charles Baker: 

The Chartiers Oil Co. was organized in August 
1886, taking over the properties in Washington 
County, Pa. of Craig & Co. which consisted of Joe, 
Arthur Lowrie and Samuel Watson. Joe was 
president, Mr. Lowrie, Treasurer and myself 
Secretary. Within a year, I think, Mr. Lowrie 
resigned and I was appointed Treasurer as well as 
Secretary, which positions over a period of more 
than 43 years I am still holding. 
 
From a Chartiers Township Regional Website: 

Chartiers Creek flows a north-northeast course 
of thirty-five or forty miles and empties into the 
Ohio River five miles below Pittsburgh. Its 
tributaries are Catfish Run, Braddock's Run, 
Weirch's Run, Leet's Run, north branch of 
Chartier's Creek and its tributaries, Vance's, Little's, 
Pollock's, McCorkle's, Kenny's, and Brush runs on 
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the east and west side of this creek, emptying into 
the Ohio River below Pittsburgh.  

Miller's Run rises in Mount Pleasant Township 
and empties into Little Chartier's Creek. Robeson's 
[Robinson's?] Run rises about two miles north of 
Candor and empties into Chartiers. This creek flows 
through the townships of Robinson, Cecil, Mount 
Pleasant, Chartiers, Canton, North and South 
Strabane, Somerset, Amwell, and Morris.  

This creek derives its name from Peter 
Chartiers, who went among the Indians on the 
Ohio and tributary streams to deal for peltries. He 
was an influential Indian interpreter, and joined the 
French Indians on the Ohio, to the injury of 
Pennsylvania. Chartiers had a trading station on or 
near the mouth of the creek. Governor Thomas, in 
1745, said that the perfidious blood of the Shawnees 
partly runs in his veins.53 

 

The Chartiers Oil Company Charter 
see Joe Craig�s scrapbook entry  

for a larger version 
 

Aug 3: Craig & Co. well, on the Dr. Stewart lot, 
when six feet in the sand, starts flowing at 12 bbls. 
and hour.54 
 
Aug 4: Craig & Co. reported at 34 bbls. an hour.55 

 
Aug 6: Washington� Craig & Co., 640 bbls.56 
 
Aug 13: Washington gauges, Craig on Stewart 
3,030 bbls.57 
 
Aug 14: Washington-Craig on Stewart, 104 bbls. 
per hour58 
 
Aug 16: Washington�Stewart well increased from 
84 to 12059 
 
Aug 21: Craig & Co., on Forest town lot, strike 
sand with small showing60 
 
Sept 20: Stewart well (Craig & Co.) through sand 
and doing 36 bbls. an hour.61 
 
Oct 9: Joe Craig is drilling on the Vessey farm. 
These wells are located a little south and east of the 
Galey gasser.62 
 
Oct 14: Craig & Co.�s well, on Fergus Farm, make a 
flow�.63 
 
From Charles Baker: 

It was then that I first met Mr. and Mrs. Brace 
and their infant daughter Florence, Will, Edwin and 
Presley, the latter a schoolboy, and renewed the 
acquaintance with others of the family whom I had 
previously met. I think all were living at the home 
with the exception of George who was located at 
Kane, Pa. with Craig & Cappeau, and Percy with the 
New Castle Gas Co. at New Castle, Pa. At every 
opportunity Joe made me acquainted with his 
social and business friends. On one occasion I 
accompanied him and James M. Guffey and 
Andrew W. Mellon to Sewickley where they were 
to attend a directors meeting of the Ohio Valley 
Gas Company, and while they were so engaged Mr. 
Halsey Williams, another officer of the Gas 
Company who resided in Edgeworth, had his 
coachman drive me around the borough much to 
my pleasure for it was then as it is now the most 
beautiful suburb of Pittsburgh. In these early days I 
had frequent intercourse especially business 
relations with both Mr. Mellon and Mr. Guffey, and 
I certainly never suspected that I had met one who 
was eventually to attain such an exalted position of 
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international prominence as the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States. 
 
From the Economist Magazine, Oct 28, 2006 
 
"Made it, bought it, ran it, gave it" a review of 
"Mellon: An American Life", author David 
Cannadine 
 

"It was a different time from ours. Or was it?" 
asks David Cannadine nearly halfway through his 
superb biography of a man whose story prompts 
that question many times over. Mellon was one of 
America's richest men during the roaring 1920s, 
that gilded age to which increasingly unequal 
society is often compared. The debate that raged in 
his lifetime over the relationship between 
inequality and wealth-creation, and the 
responsibility of the rich winners to poor folks, still 
rages today, though America now offers some 
mechanisms for redistribution and a social safety-
net of kinds, all strongly opposed by Mellon. 

His business empire, which combined huge 
industrial enterprises such as Gulf Oil and the 
aluminum giant Alcoa, with a powerful bank, 
Union Trust, was privately held. It resembled, in a 
purer and family-oriented form, today's 
increasingly powerful private-equity firms, such as 
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts and the Blackstone Group. 
But Mellon was more than a mere shareholder in 
blue-chip businesses or a supplier of loans to them. 
He was the leading, risk-taking, venture capitalist in 
Pittsburgh, the Silicon Valley of its day. 

During the burst of industrialization between 
1860s and 1920s that transformed America into 
the world's leading economic power, Pittsburgh 
lead the way. It was the home of Andrew Carnegie, 
Henry Frick, George Westinghouse and Henry 
John Heinz, as well as Mellon." 
 
Nov 6: Washington�Chartiers and Andrews� well 
No. 1, Wright, seven bits in Gantz sand, with no oil 
nor gas; production 11,700 bbls.; Davis No. 3 125 
bbls. in 15 hours.64 
 
Nov 13:Washington�Wright No. 1 (Chartiers and 
Andrews) starts at a 100-bbl. rate from the top of 
the fifty-foot.65  
 

Nov 29: Washington, PA: The Chartiers Oil Co.�s 
well, on the Fergus farm, is packed and doing 160 
barrels per day.66 
 
Dec 4: Alfred Crocker killed by an explosion of 
natural gas at the Chartiers Gas Company�s well on 
the McKnight farm, Washington County.67 
 

1887 
April 2: Washington�Chartiers Oil Company�s 
well, on McNary farm, through the �fifty foot� 
without oil. 
 
July 18: 

An Untruthful Report 
Pittsburgh Leader: Some of the morning papers 

still insist on publishing stories about the Riggs 
farm well near Moundsville, W. Va., gushing oil. 
Today a reliable authority wired the Leader that as 
yet the well had not shown any oil, much less made 
the strong flows reported. The well is the property 
of Joe Craig and A.L. Lowrie. Mr. Craig when seen 
on the petroleum board in this city, confirmed the 
report of the authority quoted, and this, the local 
trade feels, should settle the matter. Last summer 
an either-barrel pumper was completed in the 
vicinity of the Riggs well, making an important 
strike possible when proper tests are made.68  
 
Aug 5: The first well in the Smith pool, Smith No. 
1, was struck in the early part of January 1886. For 
some time there was a great mystery as to its 
production and as to the sand in which it obtained 
its oil. The striking of this well marked the 
commencement of a new era in the history of the 
Washington oil field. Operators rushed in by the 
scores, and derricks were going up on all sides. 
Within a few days Willetts had concluded the 
purchase of the Munce farm, adjoining the Smith 
property, containing 110 acres, for the tidy sum of 
$65,000. He has taken nearly 600,000 barrels of 
oil, and still has a daily production of 800 barrels. 
Colonel Dyer, who owned a sixth interest in the 
Smith No. 1, sold it to Joe Craig for $25,000 
[$513,127 in 2005 dollars]69 
 
Aug 18: Chartiers Oil Company�s No. 5 on the 
Fergus started at 100 bbls. an hour and in the 
evening was doing 140 bbls. an hour. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Mellon-American-Life-David-Cannadine/dp/0679450327/sr=1-1/qid=1168893001/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-6855061-1925649?ie=UTF8&s=books
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Aug 19: Fergus No. 6 125 bbls. 
 

New Pipeline 
Pittsburg, Sept. 1�Notice of intention to 

apply for a charter for the �Western and Atlantic 
Pipe Line company� is published. It will be anti-
standard [Standard Oil Company owned by John D. 
Rockefeller] and run from Pittsburg to the 
seaboard. The capital stock is three millions. Such 
anti-standard men as D.R. Reigbard, Fisher Bros., 
Joe Craig, B.B. Campbell and New York capitalists 
are in the scheme. 70 
 
From George L. Craig: 

With experience gained in the oil fields at 
Kane, I was sent to Taylorstown, near Washington, 
Pennsylvania, in August, 1887, to become 
Superintendent of Natural Gas Company of West 
Virginia. There, I had charge of the wells. It was 
only a short time after my arrival that Joseph W. 
Craig, D. P. Reighard, P. A. B. Widener and Elkins, 
the latter two being from Philadelphia, started the 
Globe Refining Company and the Western Atlantic 
Pipe Line Company at Pittsburgh, and engaged me 
(along with Frank Lowery) to take charge of the 
companies. 

Joseph W. Craig was Superintendent of the 
Globe Refining Company and Pat O�Brien was 
Superintendent of the Western Atlantic Pipe Line 
Company, and his brother, Tom, was one of the 
gaugers. Our first plan was to lay a pipeline into the 
refinery. I attended to the taking of the right of 
ways for this line and to the laying of it, coming 
down Sawmill Run to the Ohio River and up the 
Allegheny River to Sharpsburg. It was a three-inch 
line. The contractor for laying the line in the rivers 
was Hulings Brothers, who owned a fleet of boats. 
John F. Casey was their bookkeeper at the time. As 
soon as all the lines had been laid, Frank Lowery 
took charge of the lines, and I took charge of the 
office, remaining there until February, 1891. 
 
From Charles Baker: 

It was also at this time that Joe with Widmer 
and Elkins of Philadelphia and D. P. Reighard, an oil 
refiner of Pittsburgh, organized the Globe Refining 
Co. and Western & Atlantic Pipe Lines. Joe 
supervised the construction and management of 
the Pipe Lines and this in addition to The Chartiers 
Oil Co�s. producing business made a very active 

period for us. George Craig was the pipeline agent 
at Washington, Pa. and I was the agent in the 
Pittsburgh office. Pressly Craig began his business 
career with us in the Pittsburgh office. These 
enterprises were a success from the start and had a 
very promising future. 
 
Oct 11: Western and Atlantic Pipeline makes its first 
run of oil from the Washington field.71 
 
October 29: Four tank cars of oil shipped from the 
Western & Atlantic Pipe Line station at Johnson�s, 
Washington county, to Freedom, Pa. This is the 
first shipment of the new line.72 
 
George L. Craig was at Natural Gas Company of 
WV but moves to Globe Refining Company and 
Western and Atlantic Pipeline to work for Joe 
Craig. 
 

1888 
Feb 8: Joe Craig (age 28) marries Ida Louise 
Mitchell. 
 
Feb 14: Craig�s Fergus No. 5 was shot and starts at 
50 bbls. 
 
May 21: Joe Craig buys land in Sewickley for 
$15,960. Builds home for $11,880. 
 
May 6: Chartiers Oil Company�s Fergus No. 10 
starts off at 180 bbls. an hour. 
 
May 7: Market refuses to budge under the bearish 
news from Washington and closes firm at 84 3/8c. 
Chartiers No. 10 117 bbls. an hour; No. 8 12 bbls. 
an hour, No. 9, strikes pay streak and starts at 50 
bbls. an hour. 
 
May 8: Chartiers No. 10, down to 78 bbls. an hour; 
No. 9, 30, and No. 8, 18 bbls. an hour. 
 
May 9: Chartiers No. 10, 60; No. 8, 18, and No. 8, 
12 bbls. an hour. 
 
May 10: Chartiers No. 10, 60, No. 9, 23 and No. 8, 
12 bbls. an hour. Several natural gas explosions in 
Buffalo, St. Paul�s Cathedral destroyed. 
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May 12: Lightning strikes a 20,000 bbl. tank of the 
Keystone Refinery in Oil City, and a serious fire 
results; 50,000 bbls. of oil burned. Washington 
wells gauge as follows; Chartiers No. 8, 23, No. 9, 
18; No. 10, 45 bbls. an hour.73 
 
June 2: Washington gauges � Chartiers 8, 5; No. 9, 
10; No. 10, 19 bbls.; Fergus No. 3, 12; No. 4, 5.74 
 
July 13: Washington � Chartiers No. 11 and 
McBurney 3 shot, fail to respond.75 
 
Aug 22: An explosion of gas used to illuminate the 
parade on G.A.R. [Grand Army of the Republic] 
Day at Bradford, kills three persons and injures 
several others. Terrible storm and flood in 
Washington county; all railroad and telegraph 
communications knocked out. The W. & A. 
[Western and Atlantic] Pipe Line lose an iron tank 
and other property at Taylorstown; loss, $12,000.76 
 
Nov 1: Fort Pitt Gas Company has a promising well 
at Crafton, less than two miles from Pittsburg�s city 
line and five miles from the post office. 77 
 
From George L. Craig: 

During the late 1880�s, Brother Joe built three 
houses facing on Washington Street for the sole 
purpose if giving my Mother an income. [601, 602, 
603 Washington Street] 

 
1889 

Jan 14: At Bakerstown, the Chartiers No. 1, H. 
Finch farm is doing 125 bbls. a day.78 
 
Jan 19: Interests of the Fort Pitt Gas Natural Gas 
Company, in the Crafton field, consisting of 1,335 
acres of leased land and a 400-bbl. well, sold to 
W.J. Young, at Pittsburg, for $67,500.79 
 
Sept 18: Southwest of Brush Creek, Stage & 
Burchfield�s venture on the Duthil is reported on 
reliable information as good for 100 bbls. a day. At 
Mt. Morris, Craig and Lowrie�s Core No. 3 is doing 
16 bbls. an hour.80 
 
Nov 8: Western & Atlantic Pipe Line and the 
Beaver and Globe refineries of Pittsburg, sold to the 
Standard Oil Company.81 
 

From Charles Baker: 
It was Joe�s ambition to combine all the phases 

of the oil industry, from production to distribution 
of the refined products, in a corporation or 
affiliated corporations, and it seemed as if his hopes 
were to be realized, but he was to be sadly 
disappointed. In the latter part of 1839, after an 
existence of only about two years, his partners in 
the Globe Refining Co. and Western & Atlantic 
Pipe Lines secretly sold out to the Standard Oil Co. 
and as he refused to include his interests in the sale 
or to enter into partnership with the Standard, he 
was compelled to sell his stock to his former 
partners. 

Although this transaction resulted in a 
handsome profit, it did not reconcile Joe to the 
loss of the business which he had so much a heart. 
But reverses never seemed to discourage him or 
affect his even disposition for before the sale was 
finally closed he had negotiated for the purchase of 
lard and the erection of an oil refinery at Toledo, 
Ohio, for The Craig Oil Company, and also 
interested himself with A. J. Minks in The Freedom 
Oil Works Co. at Freedom, Pa. Thomas D. Watson 
had the management of the Toledo Works and 
Pressly Craig at the beginning was the sole office 
man. It was my privilege and pleasure to assist in 
the organization of the office work in both of these 
enterprises. 
 
Nov 27: Chartiers Oil Company�s No. 1, Burton 
farm, in the old Gold field, which has been 
mystified for several days, opened up and started at 
25 bbls., but soon increased to 50 bbls. an hour�. 
Market in an unsettled state; closes at $1.05 1/8.82 
 
Joseph W. Craig obtained control of the Company. 
At this time, a reorganization was effected under 
the corporate name, The Freedom Oil Works 
Company, with John J. Minke, President; A. J. 
Minke, Vice President and Treasurer; William H. 
Baker, Secretary; and Charles Mohr, 
Superintendent.83 
. 

1890 
Jan 29: Death of Leonard F. Willets at Belmont, 
N.Y., one of the pioneers of the Allegany [sic] oil 
fields.84 
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Mr. A. J. Minke resigned as President and his place 
was taken by the principal stockholder, Joseph W. 
Craig, who served until his death twenty-two years 
later in 1912. During all these changes, A. J. Minke 
continued to serve as Vice President. Charles Mohr 
served continuously as Superintendent until his 
death ten years ago. E. J. Bishoffberger, one of the 
incorporators, also served almost continuously and 
is still Manager. 
 
Joe Craig (age 30) organizes Craig Oil Company, 
Toledo, OH. 
 

 
Craig Oil Co., photo from Toledo Public Library. 

 
1891 

Jan. 5, 1891: Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
HOLMES et al. v. CHARTIERS OIL CO. 
Chartiers is sued by a well driller for full payment. 
Well driller dropped tools into well but claimed it 
did not interfere with final completion of well 
therefore bill should be paid in full. Court ruled 
that jury properly instructed and Chartiers had to 
pay but could deduct amount for imperfection of 
tools in well.85 
 
George L. Craig hired by Mellons to build Crescent 
Pipeline from Pittsburgh to Marcus Hook, NJ. Part 
of purpose of pipeline was to support export 
operations to France.. Joe Craig instrumental in 
alerting the Mellons to the possibility of this 
market.86 
 

 
from Judge Mellon�s Sons  

time period of events sometime around 189187 
 
From George L. Craig: 

In March, 1891, the Mellon Family of 
Pittsburgh started the Crescent Pipe Lines. This line 
was to run from Pittsburgh to Marcus Hook on the 
Atlantic seaboard, near Philadelphia. They engaged 
me to undertake the job and supervise its 
construction. Jamieson and Fogg were the 
engineers. To be successful with such an 
undertaking, it was necessary to employ competent 
men, so with Pat O�Brien as General 
Superintendent, Addison Carl as Superintendent of 
building the pump stations, and Lawrence O�Hara 
as Superintendent of building a telegraph line, 
together with a few selected employees of the 
Western Atlantic Pipe Lines (one of whom was 
Jack Gross, Brother Joe�s bookkeeper, who acted as 
our head bookkeeper in Pittsburgh). 

For the full length of this line, only four pump 
stations were required, which were located at Hayes 
Station, Mill-bank, Ingleside, and Hayes Grove. The 
operating cost for pumping the oil was about 2-
3/4 cants per barrel of 42 gallons each. The capacity 
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of the line was approximately 7000 barrels per day. 
The object was to supply the Bear Creek Refining 
Company with crude oil, a refinery owned by B. B. 
Campbell and others, an interest which (Brother 
Joe and I believed) was owned by the Mellons, as 
well as to export oil to Fennai and Despaux, France. 
At every point, interests of the Standard Oil 
Company fought us. Many of the cases were taken 
to court, which we won. Through purchase, the 
Standard Oil Company took possession January 1, 
1896. 

 

 
Crescent Pipeline88 

 
1893 

From  an obituary for Joseph Craig  
(Joe W. Craig�s father): 

He is survived by his widow, eight children 
and four grandchildren. His children are Mrs. 
N. C. Brace, Mrs. E. E. Heck, William J. Craig, 
Edwin S., the attorney; Joseph W., the oil 
operator; George L., manager of the Crescent 
Pipe Lines; Percy L., Secretary of the New 
Castle Gas Company, and Pressly T., Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Craig Oil Company of 
Toledo. 
 

1892 
Oct. 18, 1892: Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
GLASGOW v. CHARTIERS OIL CO. 
Action by John Glasgow against the Chartiers Oil 
Company to recover certain payments alleged to be 
due under an agreement of lease. Judgment 
refusing a motion asking for judgment on account 

of an insufficient affidavit of defense. Plaintiff 
appeals. Affirmed.89 
 

1894 
To Oppose the Standard Oil Trust 

 
Cleveland, Ohio, Dec 11: Information has reached 
here regarding the formation of a bid anti-Standard 
oil combine. The negotiations were conducted at 
Toledo. The promoters of the combine are the Sun 
Refining company of Toledo. It is probable that the 
Paragon Refining company and the Craig Oil 
company of Toledo will also be taken into the deal. 
The Sun, Crystal, Paragon and Craig companies are 
extensive producers in the Ohio fields while the 
Merriam and Morgan company confines its 
business entirely to the manufacture of by-profits 
of petroleum.90 
 

1895 
Beware the Barrel 

 
 Feb 6: The Harrisburg Patriot says: �The 
passage of the Marshall pipe line bill would be a 
lasting disgrace to this state, a truckling to 
corporate greed that would make Pennsylvania and 
her legislature a by-word among men.� It behooves 
the citizens of Clarion county who are interested in 
oil and gas pipelines matters to look this up and file 
their protest against the Marshall bill. � Clarion 
Democrat. 
 It behooves the citizens of Clarion county 
to do more than �file their protest� against this 
measure. They should demand that their 
representatives exert every possible and proper 
influence against the bill. 
 The law of 1883 against which the Marshall 
bill directed is not enforced. If it were the Joe Craig 
line, the Tidewater line and the Crescent or Mellon 
line would be forfeited to and become the property 
of the Commonwealth. These lines have been 
combined by a competitive combination and are 
now directed and controlled by that combination 
in insolent defiance of the plain language of the 
stature of June 13, 1883� 
 The legislator who votes for the Marshall 
bill votes for the Standard Oil company. By that 
mark shall he be known � Harrisburg Patriot.91 
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April 29th: Letter on New Castle Gas Company 
letterhead from Percy Craig to Edwin Craig in 
Pittsburgh. Address is Branch Office, 415 Wood 
Street, Pittsburg, PA. Names on letterhead are; 
Joseph W. Craig, President, James .M. Guffey, Vice 
President, Andrew W. Mellon, Treasurer, P.L. Craig, 
Secretary. 
 

 
 
Aug 19: Craig & Co. drilled their second failure on 
the Grimm farm, just across the creek from the 
Dyer-Brooks.92 
 
Sept 1: Chartiers and Forest Oil Companies make a 
strike on the J.N. Fullton farm, in the Gold field, 
that starts at the rate of 15 bbls. an hour.93 
 
From a 1942 article about Greensboro Gas 
employee reunion:  

The old Greensboro Gas Company was started 
in 1895 when Mr. Davis and J.W. Shay, following 
gas drilling experience in West Virginia, came to 
Greene County [PA] to drill their first well. This 
initial venture brought in a 17,000,000 cubic foot 
gasser. The drillers found themselves a bonanza well 
and could do nothing with it since they were 
approximately 30 miles from the nearest gas line. 
However they soon formed their own corporation 
with Joseph W. Craig, Edward [sic] L. Craig and 

George L. Craig of Pittsburgh as the three other 
incorporators.94 

 
1896 

Jan 1: Mellon�s Crescent Pipe Line sold to Standard 
Oil Company95 
 
From Sketches in Crude Oil: 

Craig & Cappeau and James M. Guffey & Co. 
swept over the south-western section in an 
expensive search for crude. From the northern limit 
of McKean to the southern border of Greene 
county Pennsylvania had been ransacked. The 
Keystone players � Venango, Warren, Forest, Elk, 
McKean, Clarion, Armstrong, Butler, Allegheny, 
Beaver and Washington � put up a stiff game and 
the region across the Ohio was to have its inning.96 
 
From George L. Craig: 

After the sale of the Crescent Pipe Lines to the 
Standard Oil Company, Brother Joe put me in 
charge of developing the Greensboro Gas 
Company, of which he was President. The company 
had gas leases in Green County and a potential 
market for its gas in the various towns along the 
Monongahela River. This Company later turned 
out to be most successful. It was sold in 1926 to 
The Manufacturers Light & Heat Company, being 
now a subsidiary of the Columbia Gas & Electric 
Corporation. 

 
1898 

Derrick�s Hand Book of Petroleum 1889-1898 
published in Oil City, Pa. contains advertisement by 
The Freedom Oil Works Company listed the 
following officers;97 JW Craig, President, AJ Minke, 
Vice President, WH Baker, Sec�y and Treasurer 
 
Same page contains advertisement for The Craig Oil 
Company, Refiners of Petroleum, Illuminating Oils. 
Lists the following as officers: JW Craig President, 
Pressly T. Craig, Sec�y and Treasurer, A.J. Minke, 
Vice President, T.J. Watson, Manager. 
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The Derrick Publishing Company�s  

Handbook of Petroleum 
Vol. 1, 1898 

 
1899 

April 15: Joe Craig�s wife Ida Mitchell Craig dies, 
probably from tuberculosis. 
 
From Charles Baker: 

Many were the happy days we all had together 
during the �gay nineties�, marred only by the 
deaths of old Mr. and Mrs. Craig. The loss of Mrs. 
Craig especially was keenly felt for she had endeared 
herself to us all by her lovable motherly character. 
Then in 1899, what I am pleased to call our family 
circle, was sadly broken by the death of Ida Craig. 
This was a severe blow especially to Joe, from which 

I think he never recovered. While it did not change 
his kindly disposition and he continued to keep in 
close touch with his various business interests, he 
seemed to have lost much of that eager ambition 
for advancement which he formerly had, and took 
but little interest either in his own welfare or in the 
social life about him.98 
 
Joe Craig consolidates several companies into Fort 
Pitt Gas Company. Percy Craig becomes VP and 
General Manager until 1904. 
 
From Obituary of Joseph Townsend Campbell:  
Mr. Campbell remained in the jewelry line until 
February 23, 1892, when his first opportunity in the 
gas business came, and he took a job as a meter 
reader and outside man for the old New Castle Gas 
Company which still later became the Fort Pitt Gas 
Company and which was later taken over by 
Manufacturer�s Light and Heat Company.99  
 
In the latter part of 1899 this latter company, [New 
Castle Gas Company] with others, was merged into 
the Fort Pitt Gas Company. In March, 1903, the 
Fort Pitt Gas Company was absorbed by the 
Manufacturers' Light & Heat Company, of 
Pittsburg, which now supplies New Castle and 
Ellwood City with natural gas for all the ordinary 
purposes. This company owns 248 oil wells and 648 
gas wells, also owning and controlling under lease 
448,976 acres of gas and oil lands, a large 
proportion of which are yet undeveloped. The 
company is officered in Pittsburg and the vicinity. 
The local district embraces New Castle and 
Lawrence, Butler and Mercer Counties, the New 
Castle office being in charge of Joseph T. Campbell, 
formerly agent for the Fort Pitt Gas Company.100 
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Fort Pitt Gas Company Bond (Specimen) � June 1900 

1901 
Much excitement prevails at Slippery Rock over the 
discovery of oil in a well which was being drilled for 
gas by the Fort Pitt Gas Company on the Trax farm, 
two miles south of town. The pay was tapped in the 
100-foot sand and the well started to flow.101 
 
Jan 7: Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
FT. PITT GAS CO. v.  BOROUGH OF 
SEWICKLEY102 
Fort Pitt sues Sewickley for arbitrarily and 
drastically raising municipal fees for digging up 
streets in retaliation for Fort Pitt Gas Co. price 
increases. Court rules for Fort Pitt Gas. 
 
Apr-Oct: Joe Craig buys McPherson, Brown, 
Staunton and Stevenson farms in Beaver and 
Allegheny Counties. Total cost: $52,000. 
 

1902 
Joe Craig inherits Craig-Staunton family 
homestead property in Allegheny City from 
Matilda Staunton Craig. Also purchases Third 

Avenue commercial land in Pittsburgh and 
property at Chestnut Street in Sewickley. 
 

 
 

George L. Craig (age: 36) hired by Mellons to be 
involved in the Mellon controlled J.M. Guffey 
Petroleum properties in Texas that later became 
Gulf Oil Company. Note this is the same J.M. 
Guffey whose name appeared on New Castle Gas 
Company stationery alongside Andrew Mellon, Joe 
Craig and others. 
 
From George L. Craig: 

In 1902, W. L. Mellon sent for me to meet 
with him and R. B. Mellon to discuss a proposition 
in Texas where they were heavily interested and in 
great need of assistance. They had wanted me to 
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take charge of and to reorganize the J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum Company. I was loath to leave Brother 
Joe Again, but, upon advice from him, I could 
accept the Mellons� proposition, provided I didn�t 
make a long term contract. 

Colonel Guffey of Pittsburgh and a-man 
named Lucas, while drilling for sulphur south of 
Beaumont, Texas, had struck oil and had interested 
the Mellons in their oil venture to the extent of a 
bond issue for approximately $3,000,000. The 
Mellons, in turn, had sold most of these bonds to 
the Carnegie crowd, they being officials of the 
Carnegie Steel Company, and about $500,000 
worth to a bank in Boston. With no income to pay 
the interest, the bonds were becoming worthless. 
Something had to be done to save the Mellon 
name. A. W. Mellon, at first, did not wish to put 
more money into the J. M. Guffey Petroleum 
Company, as he could not see how it would be 
possible to make the company successful. I called 
on him several times and tried to convince him 
that the western country had wonderful prospects 
for oil. I would talk to him like a son to a father, 
telling him that Texas afforded a great opportunity 
to make money in oil. He became very enthusiastic 
and agreed to refinance the J. M. Guffey Petroleum 
Company. 

On the 14th day of August 1902, I made a 
satisfactory contract with the J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum Company, signed by W. L. Mellon, 
Vice-President, and departed from Pittsburgh for 
New Orleans, along with W. L. Mellon and G. R. 
Nutty, who was to take charge of sales of the 
finished products. On our journey southward, W. 
L. told me that I was to run the property to suit 
myself. He asked for my ideas of reorganization. I 
told him that I figured on a producing department, 
a pipe line department, and a marine department. 
There would be fair rates between the various 
departments to give a good idea as to how the 
different departments were working. W. L. Mellon 
said that was a wonderful idea and approved most 
heartily. We went to work on that basis. This was 
the beginning of what today is the Gulf Oil 
Corporation. 
 

 
One of the �Spindletop Spouter� wells on 

Guffey/Mellon property in Texas 
 

From Judge Mellon�s Sons: 

 
 

1903 
Jan 5: WOODS v. GREENSBORO NATURAL GAS 
CO. PA. 1903 Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
WOODS v.  GREENSBORO NATURAL GAS CO. 
Greensboro Gas Co. tries to put telephone poles up 
along its right-of-way for a gas line. Court rules 
rights granted to a corporation under eminent 
domain must be strictly construed and therefore 
Greensboro had no right to erect poles.103 
 
March: Fort Pitt Gas Company becomes part of 
Manufacturers Heat and Light Company of 
Pittsburgh. 
 
The New England pool was discovered about 1902. 
In 1903 the Greensboro Gas Company found large 
production in the Murraysville sand in a well drilled 
on the Thomas Martin property. Several other wells 
were drilled in the hopes of finding additional large 
production but all of them were failures.104 
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Apr 4: The Fort Pitt Gas Company was given 
permission to lay gas lines and fixtures on the 
streets of the borough [of Conway, PA]. This 
permission was granted on April 4, 1903.105 
 
Mar-Nov: Joe Craig purchases 1633-39 Penn Ave, 
20 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh; 416-418 Federal 
Street, Allegheny City; Purdy and MK Farm in 
Moon Township. 
 

1904 
From George L. Craig: 

Our old home stood on the property 
[Allegheny City Church St] until 1904 when 
Brother Joe had the old homestead moved on 
barge down to his farm at Stoops Ferry and built 
four houses on the property in its stead. 

 
Nov: Joe Craig purchases Twenty-First and Pike 
streets lot (now Smallman Street) and Twentieth 
and Pike Properties in Pittsburgh. In 1907 builds 
what is now referred to as Cantanzaro Building and 
other buildings. 
 
Dec. 20, 1904: Supreme Court of Appeals of West 
Virginia. 
CHARTIERS OIL CO. v.  MOORE'S DEVISEES. 
Chartiers sues to force heirs of Moore to state their 
shares of royalty interest in wells on the former 
Moore property. Chartiers asks court to adjudicate 
what is owed to whom. 
 

1905 
Jan-Apr: Joe Craig purchases Eighteenth & Pike, 
Twentieth & Penn Ave, 2025-2031 Penn Ave. 
 

1906 
Jan-Mar: Joe Craig purchases 208 East Stockton 
Ave and 207 Penn Ave. 
 
June 27: The Burgettstown field, Washington 
county, Pa. The Chartiers Oil Company, has drilled 
in its No. 6 on the Johnson Bros. Farm and has a 
show for a 50 or 75 barrel producer.106 
 

1907 
April: Joe Craig purchases 806 Penn Ave and 
Thirteenth and Pike properties. 
 

Catanzaro Building 
From Neighbors in the Strip Web Site: 

�This handsome brick warehouse and office 
building was constructed in 1907 for Joseph W. 
Craig, an agent of the Pennsylvania Railroad [note, 
incorrect]. Now known as the Catanzaro Building, 
named for its owners during the 1920s-40s, this 
was a prestigious address for produce dealers who 
vied for space directly across Smallman Street from 
the produce yards. Craig constructed a number of 
warehouses along Smallman Street including the 
building immediately to the west. Originally a twin 
to the Catanzaro Building, it suffered structural 
problems and the top two floors were removed in 
the late 1980s.�107 
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Jospeh W. Craig Real Estate Investments
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1908 

Joe Craig, as a member of Sewickley Burgesses 
Council, organized and leads group of people to 
financing and guaranteeing construction of the 
Sewickley Bridge which is completed in 1911 and 
allows Joe easy access to Staunton Farm. 
 

1911 
April 4: There are a number of wells, all important 
tests starting in the southwestern corner of 
Coshocton County [OH], in Washington and Pike 
townships. In the southern end of the field, in the 
vicinity of the Chartiers Oil company�s recent good 
well on the George W. Tucker farm, in Falls Gore 
township, Hocking county, locations have been 
made for six wells and the same number are drilling 
and starting in new production, it is quite likely 
that the southern end of the field will soon be able 
to furnish the largest percentage.108 
 
August 16: Two of the best producers completed 
during the week were Chartiers Oil Company�s No. 
4, on the George W. Tucker farm, in Falls Gore 

township, Hocking County. It was credited with 75 
barrels the first twelve hours after it was shot. 
 
Percy Craig (age 43), Treasurer, Freedom Oil 
Works Company. 
 

 
5 gallon Freedom Oil Works Company  

oil can from very early 1900�s 
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Chartiers Oil Co. v. Peter Curtiss, et al., 
24 Ohio C.D. 106  
(Ohio Cir. 1911)  

(aff�d, no op, 88 O.S. 594) 
 
 The question presented in this case is whether 
the owner of surface land can be compelled to 
allow the owner of the lower strata access to the 
surface land for the purpose of producing and 
marketing minerals which may be found in the 
lower strata.  Here, the defendants owned the 
surface land and Chartiers Oil Company 
(�Chartiers�) owned the lower strata.  The 
defendants were denying Chartiers access to the 
surface land, which prevented Chartiers from being 
able to access the lower strata for the purpose of 
exploring for oil. 
 Chartiers applied to the Ohio Court of 
Common Pleas for an injunction requiring the 
defendants to provide access to their land for 
purposes of drilling for oil in the lower strata.  The 
lower court granted the injunction, and the 
defendants appealed the decision. 
 The appellate court�s opinion discusses the 
implied and express rights that run with the 
conveyance of land.  The court finds that the right 
of access to the lower strata via the surface land is a 
right that runs with the conveyance of the lower 
strata.  The court cautions however that this right is 
not absolute and must be balanced against the right 
of other owners to complete enjoyment of their 
land.  The court states that the rule of necessity for 
reasonable development of oil and gas will be 
applied to achieve this balance. 
 Specific to this case, the court held that 
Chartiers had the right to drill for oil and gas on the 
defendant�s land as necessary.  The court also held 
that the trial court had the right to enforce these 
rights by issuing an injunction.  In other words, 
injunctions are appropriate to force a surface owner 
to provide the lower strata owner access to his land 
for the purpose of producing and marketing 
minerals which may be found in the lower strata. 
 This case is still good authority.  It is binding 
on the trials courts in Ohio.  Although it is not 
binding on other courts throughout the country, it 
can be used as persuasive authority. 
By Hadley Lundback Matarazzo 
 

Aug 22: The Chartiers Oil Company signs lease 
with Hocking Valley Products Company for rights 
for drilling and production on 13,000 acres of land 
in Ohio owned by the HV Products Company. HV 
Products Company was the post-bankruptcy, 
reorganized remainder of a major iron, glass, brick 
producer. HV Products Company granted the 
following to The Chartiers: �all of the oil and gas 
rights in and under its lands together with the 
exclusive right of drilling and operation.� The 
Chartiers Oil Company paid a bonus of $185,000 
for the lease and agreed to deliver free of expense 
into tanks or pipe lines for the Products Company 
one-eighth of all the oil produced and saved on the 
premises and further agreed to drill at least ten 
additional wells. After their appointment the 
voting trustees of HV Products ratified and 
approved. 
 
Oct: Joe Craig purchases 1319 and 2421 Penn Ave. 
properties in Pittsburgh; 510-512 Federal Street, 
Federal and Montgomery St, Allegheny City. 
 

1912 
Central Ohio is the next best looking proposition 
in an oil way on the map of the high-grade fields. 
Some fine producers are being found by the 
Chartiers Oil company on their holdings in the 
Straitsville-Gore field, in Hocking and Perry 
counties.109 
 
May 29: In the Straitsville end of the field the 
Chartiers Oil company�s Nos. 28, 39, 41 are holding 
up at 119, 150 and 100 barrels respectively�.110 
 
Mar 5: Joseph W. Craig (age 52) dies. 
 
Major energy related assets of his estate include 
(value in 2005 dollars in parentheses)111: 

880 shares Washington Oil 
Co. @$20/share 

$17,790 
($339,965) 

3,369 shares, Greensboro Gas 
Co. @$110 

$370,590 
($7,081,941) 

1,625 shares, The Freedom Oil 
Works Co. @$100 

$162,500 
($3,105,360) 

3,070 shares, Manufacturers 
Light and Heat Co. @ $31 plus 
$217,000 in bonds from same 

$312,170 
($5,965,540) 

2,500 shares, The Chartiers Oil 
Company @$30 

$75,000 
($1,433,243) 
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1,525 shares, The Craig Oil 
Company of Toledo @$100 

$162,500 
($3,105,360) 

TOTAL (about 1/3 of his 
estate) 

$1,100,550 
($21,031,409) 

 
Percy Craig (age 44) becomes President of The 
Freedom Oil Works Company. 
 
Edwin Craig briefly becomes President of Chartiers 
then succeeded by George L. Craig (age 47)112 
 

1914 
March 10: In Falls Gore township the Chartiers Oil 
Company completed No. 80 on the Hocking 
Products Company�s property, and secured a 200-
barrel producer.113 
 

1915 
Albert B. Craig (age 24) becomes geologist for  
Greensboro Gas Company from 1915-1926 
 

1916 
Mar. 21, 1916: Court of Appeals of Ohio, Second 
District, Franklin County. 
ROCK RUN COAL CO. v. CHARTIERS OIL CO. 
Chartiers is sued by coal mine operator for causing 
leak of gas into a coal mining area and subsequent 
explosion. Jury had decided Chartiers was not 
responsible because coal mining was not 
contiguous with the leased well area but Court of 
Appeals rules that law of state requires Chartiers to 
take care no matter where the coal mine is. 
 
Fire Follows Explosion: Plant of Craig Oil Company 

at Toledo Badly Damaged. 
 

Van Wert [OH] Daily Bulletin. 
 
Feb 4: An explosion which was followed by a fire in 
the plant of the Craig Oil company here resulted in 
an estimated loss of nearly $75,000 and crippling 
the plant for several weeks. Six men who were 
missing when the fire broke out have been 
accounted for. There were forty-three men in the 
plant when the explosion occurred. The cause has 
not been determined. Fourteen large oil tanks 
containing crude oil were destroyed. Fireman AJ 
Momenee was seriously injured when one of the 
tanks blew up. 

 
Toledo Explosion Wrecks Oil Plant 

Craig Oil Company Suffers Heavy Damages as 
Result of Plot 

 
Fairbanks [AK] Sunday Times, p. 1. 

Toledo Ohio, Feb 4 � The properties of the 
Craig Oil company were practically destroyed today 
as the result of a mysterious explosion, which is 
believed to have been the work of those who are 
trying to prevent the sale of munitions and war 
supplies to the Allies. The explosion was followed 
by a fire, which is now completing the work of 
destruction. 
 
 

New Gas Fields Being Tested to  
Obtain Additional Supply  

Drilling Now Under Way on  
the Shannon Farm Near Charleroi.  

Casing to be Shipped to Scene 
Greensboro Gas Company Ready for Strike if it is 

Made � Must Go Down 1,600 Feet Yet Before 
Results Can be Determined. 

 
Charleroi [PA] Mail 

July 8: While gas fields are being tested 
elsewhere work of drilling is being put under way 
on the Shannon farm near Charleroi by the 
Greensboro Gas company in the hope of opening a 
new and valuable source of supply. This well is 
about 1,200 feet down and will have to be drilled 
fully 1,800 feet farther before results can be 
determined. 

Casing has been shipped to the scene, but 
whether it will be used is a question. Perhaps it will 
not be necessary. 

Various western Pennsylvania fields have been 
tested by the Greensboro and other companies 
during the last few months and there has not been 
a source of supply discovered yet of ordinarily good 
pressure. The shortage of last winter indicated the 
great need of new wells and started the activity. 
Much natural gas in the Monongahela valley has 
been lost it is believed through the opening of 
pockets in mines, wasting it. 

The Greensboro Gas company supplies 
Charleroi, California and Brownsville among other 
points and has wells scattered through various parts 
of this country and northern West Virginia.114 
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1917 
Albert B. Craig, (age 26) becomes General Manager 
of the Chartiers Oil Company. Remains GM until 
1925. 

 
Important oil pools of Ohio 

(arrow shows primary area of Chartiers activity) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1917 Chartiers  Well Completion Report from Ohio 

 
All wells shown drilled by The Chartiers Oil Company 
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1918 

 
Request for service from Pittsburgh & Lake Erie railroad 

 

1919 
Jan 21: Hocking County, Ohio, continues to bring 
in a good well each week, and added one in the 
Green township pool rated at 130 barrels a day, 
where the Chartiers Oil Company now has a good 
production. Work throughout the Ohio counties 
even to the central section or gas area has declined, 
and, outside the gas companies few rigs are going 
up.115 
 
April 17: The Chartiers Oil Company, on Pressly 
Craig�s test, on the L. Fisher farm [Ohio], in the 
same township, but quite a distance to the South, is 
not as good as it had been reported, it making only 
about five barrels a day.116 
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1920 
The Chartiers Oil company got a 20 barrel well 
when it drilled in the No. 2 Dowling in Licking 
county.117 
 

1921 
Edwin S. Craig dies leaving large estate including 
150 shares of Union Trust Co. of Pittsburgh valued 
at $2,750 each for a total value of $412,500 ($4.6 
million in 2006$). Total estate $1,722,000 ($20 
million in 2006$). 
 

1924 
Charles Baker retires as Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Greensboro Gas Company. 

 
Freedom Oil: 
�In 1914 the capital stock was increased to 

$500,000 and in 1922 to $1,500,000. The 
Company has occupied the same site for its refinery 
since its inception. It also owns thirty-five 
distributing branches located in the principal towns 
and cities of Western Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio 
and Northern West Virginia. �The present officers 
are: Percy Craig, President; A.J. Minke, Vice 
President, Earle M. Craig, Assistant to the 
President; C.E. McKee, Secretary and Treasurer, E.J. 
Bishoffberger, General Manager.118 

 

 

 
1925 

July 2: The Vulcan Oil Refining company has been 
purchased by the Freedom Oil Works company, 
E.J. Bischoffberger, general manager of the 
Freedom company announced. The deal involved 
transfer of the $600,000 capitalization of the 
Vulcan Company, making the capital of the 
Freedom Company $2,000,000.119 
 
Albert B. Craig (age 34) Vice President and General 
Manager Chartiers Oil Company 1925-1944. 
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1926 

From a Greensboro tax appeal case:  
The sole business of petitioner [Greensboro 

Gas Co.], aside from the production and sale of oil, 
is and was the purchase, production, transportation 
and sale of raw or natural gas to consumers in the 
Counties of Fayette, Greene, Washington and 
Westmoreland, State of Pennsylvania, and 
particularly in the following towns: Allenport,, 
Elco, Madison, Speers, Ardara, Fredericktown, 
Masontown, Stockdale, Brownsville, Granville, 
Merrittstown, Sunlevy120 
 
Greensboro Gas Company sold for $937 per share, 
$100 of which is a cash dividend.121 
 

 
from National Petroleum News -April 11, 1928 

 
1928 

GEORGE L. CRAIG v. Board of Tax Appeal 1928. 
United States Board of Tax Appeals. GEORGE L. 
CRAIG, PETITIONER, v. COMMISSIONER OF 
INTERNAL REVENUE, RESPONDENT. Docket 
No. 9819. 

Joseph Craig Estate loses case with IRS Board of Tax 
Appeal. Estate had deducted a contribution to 
Sewickley Cemetery in memory of Joe Craig from 
federal taxes. IRS ruled contribution to a cemetery 
was not deductible. 
 

1929 
Aug 17: The Greensboro Gas company has made a 
location on the McAfee farm in Amwell township, 
adjoining the Shipe farm on which the Carnegie 
company made a good strike.122 
 
Dec 17: Percy L. Craig (age 61) dies. 
 
Earle M. Craig (age 35) becomes President of 
Freedom Oil Works Company 
 
From Golden Anniversary of Freedom Oil Works 
Co. 
�Today, two hundred large automobile tank 

trucks are busily engaged in distributing Freedom 
products. In addition, two hundred and sixty-five 
large capacity railroad tank cars are operated by the 
Company in supplying its distributing branches, 
located at strategic points in the territory served. 

Freedom Products enjoy national and 
international distribution. More than three fourths 
of the States are covered by distributors, and many 
orders are received for export to Canada, England, 
Germany, Switzerland and far away Java and India. 
Today The Freedom Oil Works Company 
continues to serve and to grow. Its destinies are 
bound up with those of its present officers: Percy L. 
Craig, President August J. Minke, Vice President 
Earle M. Craig, Vice President J. G. McCaw, 
Assistant to the Vice President C. E. McKee, 
Secretary and Treasurer George J. Mohr, Assistant 
Secretary and Assistant Treasurer.�123 

FREEDOM DIRECTORS: Percy L. Craig New 
Castle, Pa.; August J. Minke Fair Oaks, Pa.; George 
L. Craig Sewickley, Pa.; Pressly T. Craig Sewickley, 
Pa.; Albert B. Craig Sewickley, Pa.; Earle M. Craig 
Beaver, Pa.; George L. Craig, Jr. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
 
Nov. 25: Supreme Court of PA 
FREEDOM OIL WORKS CO. v. BEAVER COUNTY 
Pa. 1929124 

In August of 1927 a driver of a Freedom Oil 
Works Co. truck drove over a Beaver County bridge 
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with a load weighing 18,000 pounds, much higher 
than the rating for the bridge. As he reached the 
other side the bridge collapsed and both truck and 
driver went into river. Freedom sued County for 
negligence and failure to increase weight capacity 
of bridge. However court rules that evidence shows 

that the collapse of bridge could only have been 
caused by sudden acceleration as the truck reached 
end of bridge and much larger load than had been 
carried over bridge previously. County is found not 
negligent. 

 
 

Chartiers Oil Company 1929 Properties125 

 
 

1930 
Albert B. Craig, (age 39), Vice President, Freedom 
Oil Company, 1930-1939 
 

1931 
Big Gasser Struck by Chartiers Group 

Million and a Quarter Feet a Day is Reported Flow 
 

Nelsonville. [OH], June 14: The Chartiers 
Oil Company drilling on C.H.C Company lease, 

East City limits, has struck a gasser, the flow of 
which is reported at 1,125,000 cubic feet a day. The 
well is located on Mason City Hill and is 
approximately three-quarters of a mile due east of 
the Frank Patton well drilled last summer by the 
Union Drilling & Producing Company, which 
produced about 3,500,000 cubic feet when drilled 
in:126 
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The Lima News [OH] 
50 Thrown Out of Work After $300,000 Blaze 

June 27: Freedom, Pa., June 27 (AP) � 
Fire of undetermined origin destroyed the 
lubricating oil building of the Freedom Oil Works 
here last night, causing damage estimated at 
$300,000, and throwing 50 men out of work. 

Firemen from a number of nearby towns 
joined the Freedom department in fighting the fire 
for hours before it was controlled, but not until 
walls of the four story brick structure had collapsed 
into the street. 

E.J. Bischoffergher [sic], general manager 
of the plant, said the building was valued at 
$10,000 and that oil destroyed was worth 
$200,000. No one was in the building at the time 
the fire broke out. 
 

1935 
June 3: US Court of Customs and Patent Appeals. 
In re FREEDOM OIL WORKS CO. Patent Appeal 
No. 3517127 
Freedom appeals denial of trademark application 
for word Ace displayed over an ace of spades as a 
trademark for marketing oil and lubricants. 
Application denied by patent office due to similar 
marks already registered and court affirms the 
denial. 
 

 
During the year 1935, The Chartiers Oil Company 
broadened its scope of activity by developing and 
marketing oil production in Isabella County, 
Michigan, and the favorable results obtained by the 
Dewar Oil Company, in which the Company holds 
through stock and loans a 32 ½% interest. 
 
At the beginning of the year, the Company owned 
and operated 204 oil wells and 38 gas wells; also, a 
one-quarter royalty in five gas wells owned and 
operated by the Ohio Fuel Gas Company on the 
Company�s Products Company lease in Ohio.128 

 
Albert B. Craig (age 44), Vice President Dewar Oil 
Company, 1935-1951. 

 

 
Shoestring Gas Fields of Michigan. 

arrows shows vicinity of Chartiers oil activity 
1939 

Earle M. Craig (age 45), borrowing money from 
Mellon Bank, buys out other Craig family 
members� interests in Freedom Oil Works 
Company. 
 
Supreme Court of Georgia. CITY OF ATLANTA et 
al. v. FREEDOM OIL WORKS CO.  No. 12681. 
City of Atlanta seizes Freedom property for failure 
to pay $20 business license fee for warehouse 
facility. Court rules that City is interfering with 
interstate commerce.129 
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1941 

 
Your Company�s operations for the year 1941 were 
carried on in the usual conservative manner�. 
 
The problems confronting the oil and gas industry, 
generally, are also before your company, that of 
obtaining material and equipment, development 
regulations governing well spacing, uncertainty of 
manpower, and increased taxes � all tended to 
increase operating costs and force conservative 
planning for the years ahead. 

 
PA: Gas well on the Joseph W. Craig Estate 
property, Allegheny County, plugged and 
abandoned. 
 
At the close of the year the Company owned and 
operated - 200 oil wells, 38 gas wells; ¼ royalty in 
five gas wells operated by the Ohio Fuel Gas 
Company;  1/32 royalty in one oil well in 
Monongalia County, WV;  Approx. ¼ royalty in 
one of the company�s gas wells in Wayne County, 
WV; 1/3 royalty in gas well drilled by Godfrey L. 
Cabot, Inc.  Your company also owns 13/30 
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interest in Dewar Oil Company, whose properties 
and operations are in the State of Kansas130 
 

1944 

 
 
On suggestion of Union Trust, Earle M. Craig 
purchases 104 1/6th shares of Chartiers Oil 
Company $100 par value Capital Stock from 
Security-First National Bank of Los Angeles for 
$375/share. Splits shares amongst family members 
in short time period. It is unclear where these shares 
originated or how they came into the possession of 
a Los Angeles bank.131 
 
Feb 19: George L. Craig (age 79) dies. 
 
Albert B. Craig, (age 53) President, Chartiers Oil 
Company, 1944-1962. 
 
George L. Craig, Jr. (age 47) was a VP and Director 
of Chartiers Oil Company and a Director of 
Freedom Oil Works, not sure of dates. 

 
 

 
 

1945 
Earle M. Craig (age 51) and William G. Beckman, 
using money borrowed from Mellon Bank, buy 
Valvoline in the latter part of 1945. 
 

 
Freedom-Valvoline Lubricating Products Line 

Sample Kit132 
 

1946 
Advertisement in the Charleroi Mail for The 
Manufacturers Light and Heat Company � notes 
that it is �successor� to Greensboro Gas Company. 
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Part of Collection of Dan Baker, Freedom, PA133 

 

 
Rough plot of year well drilled versus useful life of well with best fit regression line showing downward trend 

 
1948 

From Guide to Gasoline Logos: 
Valvoline, founded as the Continuous Oil 

Refining Company in Binghampton [sic], NY in 
1866, introduced the famous trademark �Valvoline� 
in 1873. So well known were the company�s 
Valvoline lubricants that the company name 

changed to Valvoline Oil Co. in 1902. In the early 
1920�s Valvoline began marketing gasoline in New 
York and Pennsylvania and continued to do so 
until the 1944 [sic?] merger with Freedom Oil Co. 
of Freedom, PA. Freedom had also marketed 
gasoline since the 1920s and the few remaining 
Valvoline stations were re-branded Freedom after 
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WWII. Freedom was in the process of 
discontinuing gasoline marketing, selling its 
stations to Esso, when the company merged with 
Ashland Oil in early 1950. Since that time the 
primary product has been Valvoline Oils, marketed 
by the Ashland retail network and throughout the 
World.134 

 
1949 

 
From July 1949 Motor Age Magazine 

probably one of the last Freedom-Valvoline ads. 
 
December: 
Responding to an offer from Ashland President 
Paul Blazer, Earle Craig and other owners agree to 
sell Freedom-Valvoline to Ashland Oil Company. 
The deal closes in January of 1950. Earle Craig 
retires. Earle M. Craig, Jr. signs deal (while holding 
father�s power of attorney) in January 1950 while 
Earle and Margaret Craig are in midst of a 
worldwide cruise on the Cunard Line�s recently 
launched Caronia II, one of, if not the first modern 
cruise ship.135 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

1951 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.cunard.com/AboutCunard/default.asp?Active=Heritage&Sub=Fleet
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1957 

 
Chartiers Shareholders and 1957 dividend  

[$61 per share in 2005 dollars] 
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1958 

 

 

The Chartiers Oil Company Comparative Statement of Income 1954-1958 
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1959 

 
 

1960 

 
 

 
 

1961 
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1962 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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from Ohio Oil and Gas Association136 

 
 
 
 

 
see: http://www.wtrg.com/prices.htm 

 

http://www.wtrg.com/prices.htm
http://www.wtrg.com/prices.htm
http://www.wtrg.com/prices.htm
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PA DNR-Bureau of Topographic Research  
Oil and Gas Fields of PA 
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The Chartiers Oil Company Application for Incorporation 

1886 
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Joseph W. Craig Real Estate at His Death March 1912 
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Details of Joe Craig�s Real Estate Holdings � Page 1 

 



Burchfield-Craig Two Pittsburgh Families: Joe Craig�s Enterprises 

  309

 
 

Details of Joe Craig�s Real Estate � Page 2 
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These are in the possession of Greg Craig. 
2 Oil and Natural Gas Resources in the Appalachian and Illinois Basins. A Report by the Appalachian and Illinois 
Basin Directors of the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission. 
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11 Hand Book, 1898, p. 394. 
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Freedom Oil Company Early History

This information was obtained from the Beaver County (PA) web address listed in the
bibliography. This publication is interesting in that it discusses the changes in refining of oil during
this 50-year period. Freedom Oil was located in Freedom, PA on the north side of the Ohio River
about 20 miles down the River from Pittsburgh. The history spans the years from 1879 to 1929,
and the pictures are interesting. The founder, Dr. Stephen Craig has no relationship to the Craig
family in this book. Interestingly, today the Freedom School District mascot and logo is still a
bulldog -   the primary later brand image for Freedom Oil Co.
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--------------------
Freedom Oil

Golden Anniversary
50 Years of Freedom
Freedom Oil History

--------------------

Introduction

It is with great pleasure that The Freedom Oil Works Company submits for your consideration
this history of its fifty years of growth, and presents to you the interesting story of the individuals
who made Freedom the good gasoline that it is.

We trust that you will receive both pleasure and profit from the reading of this book; that
your interest in Freedom and its many branches will be quickened; that you will come to
recognize us in a more friendly manner than ever before and realize that every member of the
Freedom organization is yours one hundred per cent for service.

The History

Less than a decade after the discovery of oil in Western PA, a practicing physician, Dr. Stephen
A. Craig, working in his crude laboratory on the banks of the Ohio river, laid the foundation for
what is now one of the largest independent oil refining companies in the PA Region.

In the year 1879, little was known of the science of refining crude petroleum. Dr. Craig,
however, through his thorough study of the subject, and his many experiments, sensed to a greater
degree than many others of his time, the vast possibilities that Nature's liquid gold might hold. In
that year, he, together with H. S. McConnell and George S. Griscom, organized the Freedom Oil
Works, Ltd. Together, this little band of pioneers piloted the young company through the
tortuous channel that marked its earliest history. As time went on, Dr. Craig was forced to decide
between his affiliation with this oil Company, and his professional practice. The demands of his
patients finally won him away from the institution he had brought into existence as an outlet for
his scientific leanings.

When this change was made, another far sighted young man, then employed in the office of
the Company, had the good judgment to realize that opportunity was presenting herself at his
door. He opened the door, purchased the holdings of Dr. Craig and in a very short time acquired
control of the Company. This man was August J. Minke. To the still struggling venture, he
brought his all-youth, enthusiasm, knowledge, judgment and ability to work hard day after day.

Years of work, years of expansion followed. The Freedom Oil Works, Ltd. grew and prospered.
The dreams of the founders were slowly being realized. Through hectic years of mergers and
consolidations in the industry, Freedom retained its identity.

In 1889, Joseph W. Craig obtained control of the Company. At this time, a reorganization was
effected under the corporate name, The Freedom Oil Works Company, with John J. Minke,
President; A. J. Minke, Vice President and Treasurer; William H. Baker, Secretary; and Charles
Mohr, Superintendent.

A year later, Mr. J. J. Minke resigned as President and his place was taken by the principal
stockholder, Joseph W. Craig, who served until his death twenty-two years later in 1912.
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Immediately following his death, Percy L. Craig, of New Castle, Pa. was elected to the
presidency, a position which he has occupied until the present time.

During all these changes, A. J. Minke continued to serve as Vice President. Charles Mohr served
continuously as Superintendent until his death ten years ago. E. J. Bishoffberger, one of the
incorporators, also served almost continuously and is still Manager. Together with several others,
these men worked unceasingly and watched the enterprise become a power in a giant industry.

Today The Freedom Oil Works Company continues to serve and to grow. Its destinies are
bound up with those of its present officers: Percy L. Craig, President August J.Minke, Vice
President Earle M. Craig, Vice President J. G. McCaw, Assistant to the Vice Presidents C. E. McKee,
Secretary and Treasurer George J. Mohr, Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer.

It is a far step from the tiny laboratory of Dr. Craig, with its crude equipment of bottles, test
tubes and retorts, to the mammoth present day refining plants of the Freedom Oil Works
Company.

The first small plant was built in 1879 at Remington, Pa., near what is now known as Conway.
The site of this original plant is, in fact, now occupied by a part of the Conway Yards of the PA
Railroad.

Soon after A. J. Minke took over Dr. Craig's holdings, he gave up the original plant and
purchased the site of the Excelsior Refining Company, whose plant had been totally destroyed by
fire. This property was located near the western end of the Borough of Freedom. Here a new plant
was built to refine 100% PA Crude. What share of the Petroleum Products produced in the United
States in that year could be credited to the new plant, we have no way of knowing, but it must
have been a minor part, because the plant, while representing the best in refinery design in those
early days, was of very modest proportions. However, that its founders acted wisely in the
selection of the location is demonstrated by the fact that the Freedom plant still occupies its
original site, and has now grown until it occupies 15 acres of ground, bordering both sides of the
main line of the PA Railroad for almost a quarter of a mile, and with a valuable frontage on the
now navigable Ohio River. This plant has a capacity of 2,000 barrels of crude per day, while
another refinery purchased in 1925, located at Coraopolis, across the river from the parent plant
has a capacity of 1,000 barrels daily.

When the Freedom Oil Works, Ltd. came into existence, not even the most optimistic of
prophets could have foreseen the developments that have in large measure been responsible for its
phenomenal growth. In 1879, it was one of eighty-six refineries. Today the United States boasts of
over four hundred. In 1879, the oil fields of the country produced 9,194 barrels of crude
petroleum from 3,049 wells. In 1929, the country's output will be in the neighborhood of one
billion barrels, with about 25,000 wells sharing in the production.

All this activity has been brought about through the amazing scientific and industrial
development of less than two decades. With the invention of the electric lamp by Thomas Alva
Edison in 1879, the decline of kerosene as a light producing medium started in the United States. It
was not until the commercial development of alternating current electricity some years later that
the real effects of the new light began to make its presence felt in the reduced sales of kerosene.
Fortunately, about this time the automobile was presented to a waiting public. Its growth is a
story so well known to the present generation that little need be said here about it. However, a
few figures may be interesting.

The earliest records of the country show that in 1895, there were four automobiles registered.
During the next four years the number increased slowly, but steadily. New makers entered the
field. Improvements, simplification, dependability worked their way into design and construction.
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Prices went down as values went up. Modern business appreciated the speed that the new vehicle
made possible. Workers of every station in life appreciated the freedom it brought to enliven a
drab and monotonous existence. Sales went up and up. A motor conscious public gave up funds
gladly for more and better highways. Sales continued to soar to new and undreamed of heights.
The United States became a nation on wheels. Over 25,000,000 cars will be registered in 1929, it
is estimated.

And during this time, what was happening to the oil refining industry?

With a diminishing market for its kerosene, it turned to science to find ways and means by which
it could produce from the crude petroleum a greater proportion of the gasoline and lubricating
oils so greatly in demand by the motoring public. Science produced the answer.

Old refinery methods were thrown into the discard. New cracking methods were evolved.
Closer control during distilling operations gave higher quality and increased yields of the more
valuable products. The result has been a growth in the value of petroleum products from
$43,705,000 in 1879 to the staggering total of over $2,000,000,000 in 1929. And what of the
products produced? In 1879, crude petroleum by simple distillation yielded 10.3 percent Gasoline,
75.2 percent Kerosene, and 2.1 percent Lubricant. Today through modern processes, Freedom
produces 39 percent Gasoline, 20 percent Kerosene, 10 percent Gas Oil, 26 percent Lubricants and
1 percent Wax.

It may not be amiss to note here that while the products of The Freedom Oil Works Company
have changed during the last fifty years to keep pace with the needs of its buyers, one very vital
factor in the ultimate success of this business has not changed - its attitude toward the quality of
the products it produces. Freedom has always been proud of what it had to sell. Never has it
forgotten that it is a public servant - caring for the daily needs of thousands of enthusiastic
customers, many of them necessarily unknown to the Company, and for that reason more worthy
of the best that could be refined.

Fifty years has produced a consumer demand for Freedom products that is perhaps best
reflected by the steady growth of the Company itself, a growth to two refineries having a total
output of 3,000 barrels daily.

The changes that have come about in the products and the output of petroleum refineries are
no more striking than the changes that have been made in distributing methods during the span of
years between 1879 and 1929.

Kerosene, of course, during its days of popularity as an illuminant, was sold very generally the
country over by merchants, grocers, farm implement dealers, hay and grain stores, and hardware
stores. All carried it in stock because of its very wide sale. It was a convenience item and as such
was welcome in almost every type of retail outlet. It was delivered from the refinery and carried in
stock by the dealer in barrels and kegs. Owing to its high flash point, it was not looked upon as a
particularly hazardous commodity.

With the coming of the automobile and the demand for gasoline and lubricating oils,
naturally the refiners turned for an outlet for their products to the already established channels of
distribution. The same barrels and kegs also continued in use for the new products. This practice
continued until about .1907, the patient motorist of that day purchasing his oil and gas in cans of
his own at various sorts of stores. This situation naturally could not continue to exist for two
reasons. The new product, gasoline, had a much lower flash point and required greater care in the
handling, and old methods of distribution were not economical as demand pyramided with the
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rapid increase in the number of automobiles in use. Consequently, inventive genius produced the
gasoline pump and it was not long until the more travelled highways began to be dotted here and
there with what was the forerunner of our modern service station.

How fast has been the growth of this retail marketing section of the industry may best be
judged by this fact. In a little over twenty years, the number of filling stations has grown until
today it numbers over 300,000 separate establishments. These range from a single pump
operated alone or in conjunction with food dispensaries or garage services, to super service stations
where the motorist may obtain not only gasoline, but complete oiling, greasing, washing and
interior cleaning, battery and tire service with the minimum outlay of time.

During this period of change, Freedom has kept abreast of the demands of the times.
Originally its products were sold from wagons on the street and delivered direct to users. Later, its
products were sold to dealers in barrels and kegs delivered from wagons. As its trade grew, its
radius for deliveries expanded and more horses and wagons were added from time to time.

With the advent of the automobile came also the truck which delivered the barrels and kegs.
Then came the first crude tank truck, from which our present day delivery vehicles are directly
descended.

Today, two hundred large automobile tank trucks are busily engaged in distributing Freedom
products. In addition, two hundred and sixty-five large capacity railroad tank cars are operated by
the Company in supplying its distributing branches, located at strategic points in the territory
served.

Freedom Products enjoy national and international distribution. More than three fourths of
the States are covered by distributors, and many orders are received for export to Canada, England,
Germany, Switzerland and far away Java and India.

It may be of interest here to recount a recent happening. When Trans-Atlantic telephone
service between America and England was first inaugurated, a customer in London telephoned the
Company offices and gave an order for Freedom Products to be delivered in London, the first
event of its kind in history.

Nineteen twenty nine marks the Golden Anniversary of The Freedom Oil Works Company.
From the original modest little structure, its plant has expanded until it now requires two refineries
occupying 22 acres and with a daily capacity of 3,000 barrels of oil to care for the needs of
Freedom's many friends. From a little band of four men in 1879, its personnel has grown until
today, over 300 names of men and women appear on the roster of loyal employees. From a
small retail crew in its earlier years peddling kerosene for flickering oil lamps, its distributing force
has grown to a well-trained staff of sales specialists who understand the needs of the buyers of
petroleum products. Backing up the sales force is an army ready to man the Company trucks and
rush day or night Freedom Products to any one of the thousand dealers who now so proudly
display the Freedom Sign of Quality.

At such a time as this, is it to be wondered that the entire Freedom organization is exerting
itself to the utmost that this, its fiftieth year in business, might be its most successful? And from all
indications, nineteen twenty-nine will go down in the records as a year of glorious achievement.

Take August, for example, surpassing all previous months, when a total of 366 cars of gasoline,
lubricating oils, and greases were shipped. Of these 119 cars were gasoline, 80 cars of refined oil,
132 tank cars of lubricating oil, 35 box cars loaded with lubricating oils and industrial greases.

Oil as it comes from the well is known as "crude." For the majority of commercial uses it is of
little value. Consequently it must be refined before it is brought to the many markets in which it
plays such important roles.
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To understand the refining of crude oil, it must first be understood that crude oil does not
have one boiling point. It is, in this respect, different from water, which boils at 212 degrees
Fahrenheit. Every particle of crude has a slightly different boiling point and the primary function
of the refining of petroleum is to divide it into fractions which boil within certain given
temperature ranges.

The original method of dividing crude into its parts was to boil or distill it first at low
temperatures in what is now called a batch still, the still being merely a tight tank under which a
fire could be built and out of which was one opening. From this opening, the vapors were
conducted by a pipe to a pipe coil submerged under water. This apparatus was called a condenser,
and condensed the vapors into a liquid. The first liquid which boiled off the still was then run into
one so-called rundown tank. Then the next group of condensed vapors were run into another
rundown tank and so on until the desired amount of distillation and fractionation had taken place
and the heaviest part of the crude which would boil only at very high temperatures was left in the
bottom of the still.

This method did not give the best results in that no sharp separation took place and now much
better results are obtained by the use of pipe stills and bubble towers.

The pipe still consists primarily of a fire box which is nothing more than a room having four
walls, ceiling and floor. Fuel oil burners are inserted through one and sometimes two walls. Just
below the ceiling a series of pipes are placed with their ends sticking out through the walls. On the
outside, each pipe is connected with the one adjoining so that the system is continuous and in
some stills pipes are also placed along two of the walls of the room and sometimes in a lean-to at
the rear or at the side, the whole group of pipes being connected continuously so that oil can be
pumped through all the pipes in a series, starting at one point and coming out at another. The
whole still is designed to handle a given quantity of oil, raising it from a given temperature to a
higher temperature in a given time.

From the outlet of the pipe still the heated oil is conducted to the inlet of a tower which is
usually above the top of the pipe still. The tower is nothing more than a very long tank set on
end. Inside, the tower is divided into stories or "trays," each tray having a great many openings in
it into which are fitted nipples or other supports for the bubble caps. These trays are oil tight and
when the still and tower are operated have oil on them up to the level of the down-spout which is
located on each tray and which is merely an opening in the tray with a piece of pipe fitted into it.
This pipe extends above the level, of the tray a given distance and extends down to within a
fraction of an inch of the tray below, so that the oil from the upper tray will flow down the down-
spout into the oil on the next lower tray but no vapors can go up the down-spout because the
down-spout is below the level of the oil on the lower tray and no down-spout is immediately
above the one of the next lower tray.

As was stated above, the bubble caps are fitted on top of the nipples, these bubble caps being
shaped somewhat like bells, with their lower edges notched or having small holes in a row around
the lower edge of the cap. In practice, the notched edges of the caps, or the holes in the caps, are
below the level of the oil on the tray, so that vapors coming up through the nipple "bubble" out
through the liquid on the tray and, of course, the vapor is cooled by the liquid on the tray so that
a portion of the vapor is condensed and stays on the tray as a liquid.

In the process of refining, the oil is pumped through the pipe still where it is heated to the
temperature desired and all of the oil, except perhaps 10 percent, is vaporized, the combined vapor
and oil going into the tower. The 10 percent that is not vaporized drops down into the bottom of
the tower and the vapors start up, the very top of the tower being open and connected by a pipe
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line, called the vapor line, through which vapors that eventually get up that high are conducted
through a condenser from which the liquid gasoline flows into the rundown tank. On the way up
the tower, most of the vapor has been condensed and remains with the liquid on the trays. The
surplus liquid from each tray then drops to the next lower tray so that continuously vapors will go
up the tower and liquid will drop down.

Due to the high temperature at which oil and vapors enter the tower, any liquid dropping
down the tower any distance may come in contact with vapors of such high temperatures that a
portion of the liquid will be vaporized again and started up the tower. This will happen on all trays
so that in actual practice it has been found that the material on each tray has a given boiling range
and therefore the desired result of separating the crude into products of definite boiling range, has
been accomplished. These products can be drawn off the trays through the sides of the tower,
openings being provided for the purpose. This is done continuously, care being taken never to
draw off more liquid than is formed on the tray
and sufficient is left to maintain the liquid level
necessary to seal the bubble caps.

The greatest possible efficiency is necessary in
the operation of any industrial plant. The
distilling of crude is no different from any other
in this respect. Therefore, heat exchangers are in
use. These exchangers are bundles of pipe,
enclosed in a jacket, the pipe being so arranged
that cold crude is pumped through the coil and
hot vapors or hot oils which are coming off the tower are pumped through the spaces outside of
the coil so that the cold crude absorbs some of the heat from the hot vapors or hot oils. Air pre-
heaters are also used for the air going into the pipe still and some stills are operated under a
vacuum so that they can be run at low temperature and not crack or break up some of the
desirable fractions of the crude. Other stills are operated under high pressure where it is desired to
crack or break up oils of little value into products of greater value, principally gasoline.

The refinery located at Freedom has three pipe stills. constructed during 1928 and 1929. They
are of the very latest design, the third still being the vacuum still used in producing the stocks for
the making of highest quality lubricants. The use of vacuum in distillation is the most modern
known in the industry today. Other stills at the Freedom and Vulcan plants are equipped with
bubble towers in order to make perfectly fractionated products.

OFFICERS
Percy, L. Craig President

August J. Minke Vice President
Earle M. Craig Vice President

J. G. McCaw. Assistant to the Vice Presidents
C. E. McKee Secretary and Treasurer

George J. Mohr Asst. Secretary and Asst. Treasurer
E. J. Bischoffberger Manager
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DIRECTORS
Percy L. Craig New Castle, Pa.
August J. Minke Fair Oaks, Pa.
George L. Craig Sewickley, Pa.
Pressly T. Craig Sewickley, Pa.
Albert B. Craig Sewickley, Pa.

Earle M. Craig Beaver, Pa.
George L. Craig, Jr Pittsburgh, Pa.

Other Facilities

Scientists tell us that only one-eighth of an iceberg is visible, while seven-eighths are hidden
below the surface. So it is with an oil refinery. The visitor at the plant sees the huge tanks for
storage, the stills, the condensers, the miles of piping, the pumps, the incoming and outgoing cars
and trucks. But he sees only a small part of the entire machinery of manufacturing and getting the
products to market. He cannot see the hundreds of trucks and cars scattered over highways and
railroad lines in practically every State in the Union. He cannot see the huge storage tanks at the
bulk distributing stations.

To complete a personal visit to all of the stations of The Freedom Oil Works Company would
require many, many days. There are twenty bulk stations on railroad lines and located at the
following points:

Ashtabula, 0., Canton, 0., Coraopolis, Pa., East Liverpool, 0., Fairmount, W. Va., Freedom,
Pa., Glassport, Pa., Greensburg, Pa., Johnstown, Pa., New Castle, Pa., New Kensington, Pa.,
Pittsburgh, Pa., Salem, 0., Salineville, 0., Sharon, Pa., Steubenville, 0., Uniontown, Pa., Warren, 0.,
Wheeling, W. Va., Youngstown, 0

From these distributing points, Freedom tank trucks supply all retail outlets in the immediate
territory and render a service that would be impossible without such facilities.

FIRE AND SAFETY DEPARTMENTS

No organized effort for fighting fires was attempted previous to the early part of 1920. It was at
this time that the present Fire Department was organized and equipment purchased to scientifically
fight fires. The equipment at that time was placed at strategic points throughout the plant, and no
other use was permitted to be made of the fire equipment than for the sole purpose of fighting
fires.

The equipment consisted of the necessary carriage apparatus and several fifty foot sections of
steam hose, two soda and acid chemical carts, each of forty gallon capacity, and a number of one
quart pyrene extinguishers.

With the organization of the Fire Department in 1920, the Faraday Pull Box Alarm System was
installed. Fourteen pull boxes were located in various sections of the plant, with a control box
situated in the boiler house. When a box was pulled, the person in charge of the boiler house
immediately blew the plant whistle which was a general alarm.

An electric siren was installed during the same year. The siren fitted nicely into the general fire
fighting scheme.

The Fire Department has kept pace with the times and 1929 finds the plant very efficiently
equipped for fighting the Great Destroyer.



Burchfield-Craig Two Pittsburgh Families: Joe Craig's Enterprises

329

The equipment at the present time consists of three water hose carts with six hundred feet of
steam hose, two regular hose carts with five hundred feet of five-ply steam hose, four foam
generators and a foam installation protecting all tanks in the north tank yard.

This equipment is housed in three special buildings and everything is supplied that is needed for
the efficient fighting of fires.

The entire personnel of the plant constitutes the Fire Department. Each man has been
instructed and assigned to his special work at every fire. The Department is composed of six
companies. The officers are a chief, two assistant chiefs and six captains, four traffic officers and
forty-eight men. Beyond this, all employees stand by subject to call.

Fire drills are held monthly and the alarm system and siren is tested weekly. This procedure
accustoms the men to the importance of their work, makes them alert and active, with the result
that the Fire Department has functioned in a most satisfactory manner.

Since the organization of the Fire Department, there have been twelve fires, six of which were
minor fires, but the department was summoned as a precautionary measure. It is a source of great
pleasure to every member of the organization to look back over these nine years and see with
what efficiency the Department has functioned, and to recall the fine spirit of co-operation and
bravery shown by the members of this wonderful Fire Department.

Some may smile at terming it more than bravery to do some of the things these men have
done, but it does take a brave and courageous man to do the things they have done, and it is
because of these acts of bravery, loyalty and efficiency that the Fire Department is held in such
high esteem by every person associated with Freedom.

To close this story of the Fire Department without paying tribute to the Safety Committee
would be a grave error indeed, for so well has the safety job been done that in all the fires and in
all the work of the Fire Department, not a single accident has occurred. This is a record of which
any group can well boast.

We believe in giving credit where credit is due. To the Safety Committee of Freedom, we are
truly indebted.

In 1925, the Vulcan plant became a part of the Freedom organization and with the acquisition
of this plant came another Fire Department and another Safety Committee.

Although only a short time has intervened since the addition of these units to our
organization, they have demonstrated in a most convincing way that there is to be considerable
rivalry between the Departments and Committees of the several plants.

Conclusion

And so ends this little story "Fifty Years of Freedom." If in the telling we have brought nearer
to you the lives and story of Freedom and made you feel a little more friendly toward the
organization which is constantly serving you, then this book will not have been in vain.

To our many friends and users of our products who are today lending us their loyal support
and continued patronage, we enthusiastically dedicate this book and close with the wish that the
fiftieth year of Freedom shall truly be a year of increased satisfaction to you.
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A HISTORY OF THE FREEDOM OIL WORKS THROUGH THE YEAR 1929

Milestones Vol 9 No 3 - Summer 1984
http://www.bchistory.org/beavercounty/BeaverCountyTopical/Oil/FreedomOilWorks/FreedomOilMSU84.html

The history of the Freedom Oil Works Company dates back to twenty years after the
discovery of oil in PA. Dr. Steuben A. Craig, a practicing physician, H.S. McConnel, an attorney,
and George S. Griscom, a PA railroad official organized the Freedom Oil Works, limited. The first
refinery was built at Remington near what is now Conway, the site of the refinery now being
occupied by a part of the Conway yards. In the year 1879 little was known of the science of
refining oil and the possible products of PA crude. Dr. Craig's interest in the possibilities of the
subject, and while handicapped by lack of laboratory equipment, located his test tubes on the
bank of the Ohio river and conducted tests. Dr. Craig was forced to decide between his
experiments and the practice of his profession, and the demands made by his patients finally
necessitated the sale of his holding to August J. Minke, then a clerk in his office.

Mr. Minke gave to the concern all of the energy of an enthusiastic youth and soon required
control of the company and purchased the site of the Excelsior Refining Company, whose plant
had been destroyed by fire. This property was near the western end of the Borough of Freedom,
and upon the ground is now located the plant and offices of the Company. Mergers were frequent
in the early days and the Freedom Oil Works Company merged with the Globe refining company
with general offices in Philadelphia, then acquired the Economy refinery at the foot of Eighth
Street, Freedom owned by Shilton and Mellon. An offer was received from the Standard Oil
Company of New York, but Mr. Minke refused to part with his holdings and the Globe Company
passed into the hands of the Standard. Mr. Minke retaining the Freedom plant in exchange for his
shares of the Globe Company. In 1889 Joseph W. Craig obtained control of the refinery and
organized the Freedom Oil Works Company with John J. Minke, president; A.J. Minke as vice-
president and treasurer; William H. Baker, secretary and Charles Mohr superintendent.

Resignation of Mr. Minke as president in 1890 was followed by the election of the principal
owner, Joseph W. Craig to that office and he
successfully conducted the business until his death
in 1912. Following his death Percy L. Craig of
New Castle was elected president which office he
held through 1929. A.J. Minke has held the title
of vice-president since the organization of the
Company, and Charles Mohr until his death in
1919 held the office of superintendent. H.J.
Bischoffberger, one of the incorporators, had
been continuously in the capacity of refinery management.

The Freedom Oil Works Company was one of the largest independent refineries of the district
and in addition to the plant in Freedom, with a capacity of 2,000 barrels of PA crude per day,
owned and operated a large refinery at Coraopolis. The latter having a capacity of 1,000 barrels
daily, is used almost exclusively in the production of various brands of Freedom Perfect Motor Oil
and Freedom Vulcan Motor Oil.

http://www.bchistory.org/beavercounty/BeaverCountyTopical/Oil/FreedomOilWorks/FreedomOilMSU84.html
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265 large capacity tank cars are operated by the Company in supplying their various
distributing branches. These branches were located at the following points of the Tri-state district:
Ashtabula, Canton, E. Liverpool, Salem, Salenville, Steubenville, Warren, Youngstown, Ohio,
Fairmont & Wheeling W. Va. Glassport, Greensburg, Johnstown, New Castle, New Kensington,
Pittsburgh, Sharon and Uniontown, Penna. 200 large automobile tank wagon trucks were used in
the distribution of Freedom products from the various bulk distributing branches to the hundreds
of retail distributors through-out the territory.

---------------------------------

Freedom and the Craigs

From Earle M. Craig, Jr., Midland, Texas, August 2006

Following the death in December 1929 of Percy Linwood Craig, President of Freedom Oil
Works Company his son, Earle M. Craig became President of Freedom.  In the following years of
the Great Depression some disagreements developed between Craig and the other stockholders of
the company, most of whom were nieces and nephews of Joseph Watson Craig who had died in
1912.  After lengthy negotiations Earle M. Craig bought out the other stockholders in 1939 and
became the sole owner of the new company, Freedom Oil Company.

In the middle 1940's the Valvoline Oil Company, with its well-known trademark and an
extensive pipeline system in western PA and West Virginia, verged on bankruptcy and was offered
for sale.  Joined by a Pittsburgh businessman, William G. Beckman, Earle M. Craig (and Beckman)
borrowed considerable funds from the Mellon Bank, Pittsburgh, and purchased Valvoline in the
latter part of 1945.  The name of the company was changed to Freedom Valvoline Oil Company
with Craig owning 60% and Beckman owning 40%.

Responding to an offer in 1949 by Paul G. Blazer, Chairman and CEO of Ashland Oil and
Refining Company, Craig and Beckman sold Freedom Valvoline to Ashland in an exchange of
company stock.  Beckman became a Director of Ashland and Craig retired.

Three features of Freedom Valvoline made it attractive to Ashland.  First, it produced very
high quality lubricating products from Pennsylvania Grade crude oil.  Secondly, it had a trade
name known worldwide.  Lastly, the Freedom refinery was located on the Ohio River giving it
access to low-cost water transportation for its products.

Even though he was only 55 years old in 1949, Craig believed that Pennsylvania Grade crude
oil products were reaching their peak in price as new technology began to make it possible to
produce very high quality lubricants from mid-continent crude.
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