From New Castle News, 17 December 1929 

Obituary

Percy L. Craig

New Castle and Lawrence county sustained a great loss and residents were deeply shocked this morning by the receipt of the news about nine o'clock of the death of Percy L. Craig of 214 East Lincoln Avenue, who passed away at Clifton Springs, NY at eight-forty o'clock this morning. 

A message received by The News from Earle M. Craig at noon stated that the funeral services would be held Thursday, details to be given later. Percy L. Craig, a native of Pennsylvania, had been a resident of this city for a considerable part of his life.  He was not only prominent in the industrial, banking and religious activities of this community but of the state, being one of the outstanding leaders of religious thought in the United States as the president for many years of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association, the largest organization of its kind in the United States. 

His leadership in religious lines will leave an impression that will long be felt and recognized. 

He had a considerable share in creating the general prosperous conditions of Western Pennsylvania as president of the Freedom Oil Works Company and other business and industrial organizations of the district. He will be missed greatly also because of his generous gifts to church, charitable and public affairs of this community in years past. 

Mr. Craig had been in failing health for the past several years, although it had been hoped that his sojourn at Clifton Springs, NY might prove beneficial and prolong his very useful and active life. 

The family will arrive here at 9:45 p.m. from Clifton Springs, NY where they were at the bedside of Mr. Craig when he passed away.  The funeral arrangements other than the fact that the funeral will be held Thursday, are as yet incomplete. 

Activities of Mr. Craig in industry and in religious and civic work are an interesting story, intimately associated with Pennsylvania, his native state. 

Mr. Craig was born in Allegheny county, son of Joseph Craig of that county, who died in 1898, and Matilda (Staunton) Craig, who died in 1895.  His father was a general merchant. 

Percy L. Craig, after attending the public schools, began his business career as a stenographer in the offices of the Pittsburgh & Western railroad, and remained two years.  He became secretary of the Shenango Natural Gas Co. of New Castle, Pennsylvania, and in a few years was made second vice president and general manager of the Fort-Pitt Gas Company with offices in Pittsburgh where he remained until 1904.  An interval followed in which he was connected with private interests.

In 1911 he became treasurer of the Freedom Oil Works Company, organized by Dr. Stephen A. Craig in 1879 in association with H. S. McDonnel who built a small refinery at Remington, now Conway.  This property was sold to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company in 1883 and a refinery built at the present location by Dr. Craig, Mr. McConnel, and A. J. Minke.  Three years later the entire business was taken over by Mr. Minke.  Incorporation took place in 1880, with John C. Minke president, A. J. Minke, vice president and treasurer, W. H. Baker, secretary.  On April 19, 1890, John J. Minke resigned as president, and Joseph W. Craig was elected to that office and continued until his death at his residence at Sewickley, PA on March 5, 1912.  After the death of Joseph W. Craig, Percy L. Craig of New Castle succeeded him to the presidency of the company, in which capacity he since continued. 

Percy L. Craig is also vice president of the Chartiers Oil Company of Pittsburgh, was for some years vice president of the Lawrence Savings and Trust Company of New Castle, and vice president of the Home Trust Company, besides being a director in numerous other companies.

During the World War, Mr. Craig served as chairman of various committees and as a result of his thorough business principles, he coordinated the efforts of New Castle and Lawrence County in the second liberty loan campaign and it went over the top. 

Mr. Craig first became actively engaged in county Sabbath schoolwork as president of the Lawrence County Sabbath School Association.  In 1909 he was elected on the board of directors of the State Sabbath School Association. Upon the death of H. J. Heinz in October 1919, he became president of the Pennsylvania Sabbath School Association and held the office until this fall, when ill health forced his relinquishing of the duties.  He has served as a member of the board of trustees of the International Sunday School Association as well as holding place on the business and executive committees.  He was one of the closest friends and co-workers of Hon. John Wanamaker, famous as merchant, citizen and Christian worker.  While giving largely of his time and attention to state work, he has ever been ready to extend a helping hand to his own church, the Highland United Presbyterian church of New Castle and he was one of the members of the building committee 

that erected the beautiful and adequate edifice costing approximately $150,000.  He was a charter member of the church and has been one of the most active of its supporters. 

Mr. Craig married in 1891 Eleanor T. McKee, daughter of Hugh W. and Margaret (Morrow) McKee of Pittsburgh, PA.  They are the parents of two children, Earle M. of Beaver, now vice president of the Freedom Oil Works Company, and Mrs. James Weaver, Maplewood, NJ. 

